
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING 
Thursday, November 19, 2020 

7:30 P.M. 
Conducted virtually through Google Meet 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board’s November monthly meeting to 
order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons connected joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Town Board Members Connected:  Town Chairman Jeff Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, 
Supervisor Thomas Crave, Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.   
 
No other persons connected through Google Meet for the meeting. 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law and on the Town’s website and that the agenda for the meeting had also been 
e-mailed to the Courier editor. 
 
Clerk Thompson requested that approval of the 2021 Lifestar budget be included when action on the 
proposed Emergency Ambulances Services Agreement by and between Columbus Area Emergency  
Medical Services Group and Lifestar Emergency Medical Services,  LLC and on the Sixth Amendment to 
the IGA is taken. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve the agenda with that one revision.  Keach’s 
motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the minutes of the October 15, 2020, regular 
Town Board meeting and the October 21, 2020, special Town Board meeting as printed.  Crave’s motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
No one expressed interest in addressing the Board during the Public Input section of the meeting. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that General Engineering had issued the following permits since the Board’s 
October meeting:   
 
          Josh Deppe                       Kitchen/bath remodel                            $42,000.00 
          Frontier                             Electric service 
          Portland/Bertram            Commercial electric 
          Chris Runyan                    Electric service. 
 
As its only item of Unfinished Business, the Board discussed substitute staffing at the recycling site.  
Sup. Keach reported that he had told the Town’s recycling site attendant to find a second person who 
could serve as a substitute in Pantely’s absence and that Pantely had located such person (but that the 
person’s name and other information had not been provided.)  Clerk Thompson said she also had 
spoken with Pantely and that he had told her that he typically only needs a substitute for two times a 
year and that his normal sub had not been available the last time a sub was needed due to Covid 



exposure.  The Board determined that additional information was needed from Pantely regarding how 
the sub would be paid (by Pantely or the Town?) and what procedure the sub should follow  when he 
works. 
 
Chr. Spoke then updated the other members of the Board on the broadband tower planned for 
construction at the recycling site.   The Town’s Plan Commission had conducted a public hearing on 
November 5, 2020, on Bertram’s conditional use permit application and had voted 4-0 to recommend 
that the Town Board approve “a I-zoned permitted use (item 20:  Transportation, utility, 
communication, or other uses that are required under state or federal law to be located in a specific 
place or that are authorized to be located in a specific place under state or federal  law that preempts 
the requirement of a conditional use permit for those uses”) for construction of a broadband 
communications tower at the Town’s recycling center property located at N 955 Witt Lane in Waterloo.   
Spoke said that he felt the Board should still take action to approve the construction of that planned 
tower.  He added that an agreement had been reached between Spoke (representing the Town) and 
Bertram Communications, LLC specifying that Bertram would 1) make a one-time $20,000.00 donation 
to the Town of Portland, 2) provide internet connectivity to the town hall (if  that location can receive a 
signal from the Bertram network), 3) pay any costs for the survey and provide electric service to the 
tower easement site plus pay the costs to bring electrical service to the town recycling building and 
tower site, and 4) pay the costs for the  electric company to bring a service to the Town’s meter base, 
with the meter base and panels to be installed at the Town’s expense. 
 
The Board then briefly discussed whether the $20,000.00 donation should be put into a segregated fund 
or just accounted for separately.  Sup. Crave felt that some of the money could be used to increase the 
size of the computer fund (or otherwise that fund probably should be discontinued) or the money could 
be put into  a separate fund for the Town Board to do something special for the Town like it did in the 
past with Gillen money.   Chr. Spoke supported a separate accounting of the money, so that expenses 
incurred in conjunction with the tower (legal fees, electric costs, road maintenance, etc.) would be paid 
for from those funds.   Treasurer Benninger favored accounting for the revenue and expenses separately 
but not necessarily establishing a separate account, since the Town already has four different accounts.   
No final decision was made regarding how to utilize or account for the money. 
 
Following additional discussion, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve an 
agreement with Bertram Comunications LLC to construct a tower for high speed internet on the Town’s 
recycling site property under the conditions agreed upon.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed a proposed easement for the project.  Spoke noted that Attorney Strohschein 
had told him that the proposed easement language was “pretty standard.”  After hearing what an 
easement is, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the proposed easement for the 
Bertram Communications LLC/Town of Portland tower.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Sup. Keach then presented a proposed 2021 cemetery mowing contract ($1,400.00)—the same amount 
as contracted for in 2020.   Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the 2021 
cemetery mowing contract with Kurt E. Keach LLC for $1,400.00.  Spoke’s motion carried 2-0-1 
 
(Sup. Keach abstained) on a voice vote.   
 
Clerk Thompson had provided a  copy of the proposed January 1, 2021, to December 31, 2025, 
Emergency Ambulance Services agreement by and between Columbus Area  Emergency Medical 



Services Group and Lifestar Emergency Medical Services, LLC,  along  with a  copy of the Sixth 
Amendment  to the IGA and  a copy of the CAEM group’s 2021 budget to Board members with their 
other Board materials.  Following brief Board discussion, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by  
Sup. Crave, to approve all three documents:   the EMS agreement, the Sixth Amendment, and the 2021 
budget.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Discussion then ensued on concerns expressed to several Board members as well as Clerk Thompson by 
a number of River Oaks residents regarding Ben Gorder’s accumulation of garbage and tires.  In 
providing background to the issue, Sup. Keach said that he started  getting calls this past summer from 
River Oaks residents who live next door to Gorder and that he has talked with Gorder three times 
regarding  the situation--telling  him that he can’t have the number of tires he has (potentially 400-500) 
on residential property.  Keach believes that Gorder is getting paid by various motor shops to take their 
old junk tires and then is dumping them on one of his two lots in the River Oaks subdivision causing an 
“eyesore.”  During his first conversation with Gorder,  Keach said that Gorder asked him if he  wanted to 
buy some tires.  Keach said that he has called the Dodge County Sheriff’s Department and that one of 
the deputies told him that the sheriff’s department can’t enforce the Town’s ordinances.  Keach has also 
encouraged Gorder’s neighbors to notify the DNR of the situation, but he’s not certain if any of them 
have done so.  Following discussion, Sup. Crave moved to direct Clerk Thompson to send Gorder a letter 
notifying him of his violation of the Town’s Undesirable Objects ordinance and requesting compliance by 
removing all the tires from his property within thirty days.   Sup. Keach seconded Crave’s motion and it 
passed 3-0 on a voice vote.    Chr. Spoke said that he would also discuss the issue with Attorney 
Strohschein and asked Clerk Thompson to add the topic to the agenda for the Board’s December  
meeting. 
 
Next  the Board  discussed possible information to include on the Town’s enclosure with  end-of-the 
year tax  bills:  General Engineering contact information for building permits and conditional use and 
rezoning applications, information regarding Smart 911, the lottery credit, and land search, and possible  
recycling site changes.  (Clerk Thompson noted that the recycling site attendant had expressed interest 
to her in getting an open top dumpster at the recycling site for large furniture and other items such as 
mattresses and box springs and possibly collecting such items only two times during the year.)  
Following the discussion, Treasurer Benninger volunteered to work with Clerk Thompson on drafting this 
year’s enclosure.   
 
Clerk Thompson then updated Board members on the upcoming spring 2021 Town Board election and 
associated procedures, noting that she has prepared a packet of materials for anyone interested in 
running for election.  Circulation of nomination papers can officially begin on December 1, 2020, with all 
required paperwork to be submitted to Thompson by no later than 5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, January 5, 
2021. 
 
Items requested for inclusion in the agenda for the Board’s December monthly meeting included a 2020 
budget amendment, adoption of the Town’s 2021 budget,  action on conditional use permit and 
rezoning applications from Brian Crave, the Bertram agreement,  and  the River  Oaks  tire  situation.  
Board members agreed to hold that meeting virtually on Thursday, December 17, 2020, beginning at 
7:30 P.M.   
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported October monthly receipts of $33,720.61 and October checking 
account disbursements of $85,733.76.  With the addition of November savings account receipts of  
$2,868.00 as of  November 16, 2020, and a $3,000.00 transfer to the  checking account for payment of 



some early November bills, the balance in the checking account as of October  31, 2020, was $1,186.72 
and the balance in the money market account as of that  same  date was $5,041.11.  With the addition 
of the savings account balance ($29,940.95) as of November 16, 2020, the combined balance in all three 
accounts was $36,168.78.  In addition, $552.03 remains in the Town computer savings account.  
Benninger added that the Town would receive its last Shared Revenue payment of $19,711.18 during 
the month and that otherwise all other major budgeted revenues had been received.  Motion by  
Sup.  Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve Treasurer Benninger’s financial report as given.  
Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize payment of all bills presented by  
Clerk Thompson.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following listing of correspondence for the month of November: 
 

1.  Notification from Emily Harrison of the opening of the STH 89/CTH T/Dalman Road intersection  
2. Electrical service permit application for the Dalman Road/County T intersection 
3. Signed copy of General Engineering’s contract for increased services 
4. Variety of correspondence between Attorney Alan Strohschein and Bertram Communications’ 

lawyers regarding the proposed broadband tower 
5. Thank you card from Scott Construction for the Town’s 2020 business 
6. Information regarding upcoming highway and flagger safety online workshops from 

Transportation Information Center 
7. “Activity at a Glance,” Investment Option Summary,” and “Participant Account Values by 

Investment Option” July 1, 2020, to September 30, 2020, from Nationwide Retirement Solutions 
8. Special Assessment forms from Guaranty Title Services, Inc. for property currently owned by 

James and Denise Gray to be purchased by Chris Feller, for property owned by Gloria Gruenberg 
to be purchased by Manuel & Perla Viedma, and for vacant land owned by June Hensler Family 
Trust to be purchased by Chris and Isela Feller 

9. Notification from Eleanor Schulze of the Town’s 2021 Columbus Rural Fire Group assessment 
due March 1, 2021:  $3,970.97 

10. Tax levy certifications for the 2020-2021 fiscal year from Madison Area Technical College 
($99,932.22), Waterloo School District ($1,080,967.00), Columbus School District ($48,105.77), 
and Dodge County ($614,857.00) plus list of approved  20-21 debt and non-recurring operating 
referenda for both the Waterloo School District and the Columbus School District 

11. Notification that American Transmission Company’s 10-year Transmission System Assessment is  
available online 

12. Applications and associated materials related to the proposed broadband tower 
13. Wisconsin Towns Association November 2020 
14. Building permit applications submitted to General Engineering Company from Chris Runyan and 

Josh Deppe 
15. “Rock River Reflections” Fall 2020 Volume 23, Number 2 
16. Copy of signed Joint Powers Agreement County 911 Emergency System from the Dodge County 

Sheriff’s office 
17. October monthly Columbus Fire Department report from Randall Koehn 
18. Certification from Ann Hamann of unpaid drainage assessment for property owned by  
       Ashleigh & Jaden Hutchinson 
19. Order from the State of Wisconsin DNR designating 10 acres owned by Kenneth & Barbara  

Schoenike Jt. Rev. Trust as closed acreage Managed Forest  Land effective January 1, 2021 



20. Notification from Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department that the Dodge County 
 Board of Supervisors had approved on November 10, 2020, the Town’s resolution to rezone  
acreage from A-1 to A-2 as requested by Eggert Acres LLC and F-AN-D LLC 

21. Copy of commercial electric permit application from Portland/Bertram submitted to General  
Engineering Company 

23. Notification from Advanced Disposal that Waste Management had acquired the company on 
              October 30, 2020, and that certain assets were sold to subsidiaries of GFL as of that date, with 
              GFL becoming the Town’s new service provider 

24. Notification from Waterloo Utilities of Stacey Fandrey’s and the Watering Hole’s  
              delinquent utility charges to be placed on the tax roll 

25. Notification from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue of the Town’s final shared revenue 
       payment ($19,711.18) on November 16, 2020 
26. Updated listing of 2020 building permit applications from General Engineering Company. 

 
Since no Board members had anything additional to report at the time and there was no other business 
for the Board to address, motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to adjourn. Crave’s motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:35 P.M. 
 

NOVEMBER BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

3983 City of Columbus         $1,380.80 
3984 We Energies                                             10.62 
3985 VOID 
3986 Debra Weihert                                         147.50 
3987 Chris Topel                                         107.50 
3988 Ruby Kegler                                           82.50 
3989 Patsy Epstein                                         147.50 
3990 Jeffrey Spoke                                         778.52 
3991 Jeff Robbins                                         110.82 
3992 Diverse Electric, LLC          1,264.33 
3993 Advanced Disposal                          427.00 
3994 APG of Southern Wisconsin              29.13 
3995 Mindy Crave                                           90.00 
3996 Joseph Pantely                                         394.33 
3997 Judy Stippich                                         110.00 
3998 MR Concrete LLC                                      5,000.00 
3999 Waterloo Utilities                                         261.86 
4000 Kurt E. Keach, LLC                                         995.00 
4001 Carleen Benninger                                         400.00 
4002 General Engineering Company            746.00 
          Deluxe Checks (direct withdrawal from the Town’s checking account)                              281.56 
 
              TOTAL:                    $12,764.97 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                          Nancy  L. Thompson, Clerk 



 
 
 
 
 
     

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
  


