
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD OF REVIEW #2 
Thursday, June 18, 2020 

Portland Town Hall 
7:15 P.M. 

 
Chairman Jeffrey Spoke called the second meeting of the 2020 Town of Portland Board of Review into 
session at 7:15 P.M., and all present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Jefffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.  
Supervisor Thomas Crave attended virtually via telephone. 
 
No other persons were present. 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper Board of Review notice had been posted at the three designated 
locations as required by law, as well as posted on the town hall door and the Town’s website.  The 
Courier editor was also notified. 
 
Due to Covid-19 precautions and the assessment roll not having been completed yet, motion by  
Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to immediately adjourn to August 3, 2020, at 6:00 P.M.  Keach’s 
motion carried 4-0 on a voice vote. 
 
                                                                                                                      
 
        
        Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, June 18, 2020 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Chairman Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board’s regular June monthly meeting to order at 
7:30 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and 
Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.  Supervisor Thomas Crave attended virtually via telephone. 
 
Others Present (for at least a portion of the meeting):  Dan Posthuma, Kristen Waas, Glenna McKay,  
Dan Tamminga, and Amber Gerber (Courier Editor). 



 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law and posted on the Town’s website.   The Courier editor had also been notified. 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve the agenda as printed.  Keach’s motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote.   
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve the minutes from the May 26, 2020, initial 
meeting of the 2020 Town of Portland Board of Review and the May 26, 2020, regular Town of Portland 
Board meeting as printed.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  
 
No one present expressed interest in addressing the Board during the Public Input section of the 
meeting. 
 
Clerk Thompson noted that she had not received notice of any permits having been issued by General 
Engineering since the Board’s May monthly meeting. 
 
Treasurer Benninger reported that the following individuals remain out of compliance with the Town’s 
dog licensing regulations:  Jordan and Leah Crave, Greg Jaehnke, and Thomas Pickhardt.    
Chr. Spoke noted that he had spoken with Attorney Strohschein who will be sending the board a “plan 
of attack.” 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve issuance of a “Class B” license effective 
 July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021, to both The Watering Hole, Robert Fandrey agent, and Katherine Zwieg for 
Chatty’s Pit Stop.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Following brief review of revisions to the Department of Safety and Professional Services 
regulations/ordinance as proposed by General Engineering Company, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded 
by Sup. Keach, to approve the document effective June 18, 2020.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice 
vote. 
 
Sup. Keach reported receipt of the following proposals to repair and/or reside the Town Hall: 
 Repair:                 Dick Yelk (Country Carpenter LLC)      $1,100.00 
                               Jeffrey Kreuger (Jeff Krueger Construction, LLC)   $   750.00 
 Reside:                 Jeffrey Krueger (Jeff Krueger Construction, LLC)     $5,900.00. 
 
Due to the lack of budgeted funds for town hall residing, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, 
to accept Jeffrey Krueger’s proposal to repair the Town Hall siding for an estimated cost of $750.00, with 
such repair to be completed by November 1, 2020.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
                          
As its first item of new business, the Board reviewed a conditional use permit application submitted by 
Michels Materials for operational expansion of non-metallic mineral extraction south of Highway 19.  
The Plan Commission had conducted a public hearing on the application on Thursday, June 11, 2020, 
and in a meeting following that hearing had voted 5-0 to recommend Town Board approval of the 
requested conditional use permit with the following conditions: 

1.  No mineral extraction is allowed on parcel 036-0913-3432-000 
2. The service entrance to the parcel is to be off Doepke Road 
3. Each layer of stripped soil added inside the berm is to be reseeded as soon as possible. 
4. Compliance with all state and local agency regulations must be maintained.      



Representatives from Michels Materials presented photos of the property involved, as well as of 
abutting property owners.  They indicated that they intended to use the property south of Highway 89 
as a soil stockpile area and that the company would seed the area if it was left alone for an extended 
period of time.   The four conditions placed on the company’s last conditional use permit were briefly 
reviewed, and Michels representatives responded to concerns raised/questions asked by town residents 
in attendance and Board members regarding those conditions especially as related to grading, seeding, 
mowing, and the planting of trees.   Company reps. also noted that no mineral extraction would be done 
on the property south of Highway 89.   
 
Chr. Spoke noted that he had called Dodge County in response to a question asked during the Plan 
Commission’s public hearing regarding whether any of the property in question was in a floodplain.  
Though Spoke was told “No,” he encouraged company reps. to follow up with Dodge County regarding 
the company’s plans.    Following additional discussion, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, 
to approve issuance of the requested conditional use permit to Michels Materials for non-metallic 
mineral extraction on parcel  #036-0913-343-2000 with the Plan Commission’s recommended conditions 
as listed earlier attached.   Spoke’s motion carried 2-1 ( Keach). 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve issuance of an operator’s license effective 
June 19, 2020 – June 30, 2021 to Mark Bussian.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  
(Clerk Thompson noted that she had not received the expected operator’s license applications from  
Tom Hamil and April Meyer.) 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that she had received a Class “B” license application from the Waterloo Gun 
Club, with Board action on it to be taken at the Board’s July meeting. 
 
Treasurer Benninger reported receipt of a kennel license application from Jacquelynn and John Fox at 
N2440 Mulvaney Lane.  The Fox’s have provided rabies certificates for four dogs and intend to get a fifth 
dog sometime this year.  They have also paid the $50.00 kennel license fee and are open to inspection, if 
the Town desires.  Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve issuance of the requested 
kennel license.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Board members briefly discussed a recent roadside mowing incident experienced by the Town’s 
contractor Glenn Wolff.   He hit a couple of rocks (allegedly in the road right-of-way) while mowing the 
north part of Baker Road and blew a tire, resulting in $1,500.00 damage to his equipment.   Board 
members acknowledged the Town’s responsibility to remove the rocks (if in the road right of way) but 
added equipment damage should be covered thru Wolff’s insurance. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that the Town is eligible to submit an application for a one-time election 
COVID-19 subgrant aimed at preventing, preparing for, and responding to COVID-19 for the 2020 
Federal election cycle.  The Town could receive approximately $900.00-a $200 base amount plus $1.10 
per registered voter as of June 1, 2020.   She noted such funds could be used to cover the costs of  
postage for absentee ballots, purchase of a Dymo Label Maker and plexiglass shields, pre and post 
election sanitizing of the Town Hall, etc.  She also noted that the Town Board could apply for a “Route to 
Recovery” grant of just under $18,000 for any unbudgeted expenses that were incurred due to a COVID-
19 emergency between March 1 and October 31, 2020.  Board members encouraged Thompson to apply 
for the election subgrant but were not certain the Town would have expenses eligible for submission for 
the “Route to Recovery” Grant. 
 



Clerk Thompson then announced that the Town’s Open Book would be conducted from 1:00-3:00 P.M. 
on Monday, July 27, 2020, at the Town Hall and that Board of Review would be conducted for a 
minimum of two hours beginning at 6:00 P.M. on Monday, August 3, 2020, at the Town Hall.  She noted 
that residents attending should wear masks and would need to wear gloves if they intend to look 
through the assessment roll itself. 
 
Clerk Thompson was asked to place discussion of weight limits on the road from the quarry to  
Highway BB and a reduced speed limit from Highway I to Highway 89 on the Board’s July meeting 
agenda. 
 
The Board agreed to conduct its July monthly meeting on Thursday, July 16, 2020, at the Portland Town 
Hall beginning at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then presented her monthly financial report showing May receipts of $3,371.04 
and May expenditures of $31,787.90.  With the addition of $3,369.35 in June receipts as of  
June 12, 2020, the balance in the checking account as of that date was $1,253.91.  The balance in the 
money market account was $5,572.07, and the balance in the savings account was $127,359.02 for a 
combined balance in all three accounts of $134,185.00.  In addition, $550.63 remains in the Town 
Computer Savings account.   
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve Treasurer Benninger’s report as provided.  
Keach’s motion passed 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to authorize Clerk Thompson’s payment of the June bills 
as presented.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following correspondence received since the Board’s May monthly 
meeting: 

1. Agenda for June 3rd meeting of the Columbus Area Emergency Medical Services Group 

2. Eleanor Schulze – copy of paperwork distributed at the May 28th annual meeting of the 

Columbus Rural Fire Group 

3. Jeff Slotten – items for discussion at the June 3rd CAEMS meeting plus copy of agreement 

between the CAEMS Group and Lifestar and Amendment 1 and of the Intergovernmental 

Agreement between the member municipalities and amendments 1-5 (expiring May 18, 

2021) 

4. Requests for the zoning classification of property at N920 County T and W10227 

Hubbleton Road 

5. USPS – State and Local Election Mail – User’s Guide 

6.  Karen Boyd re. new support program for agricultural stakeholders 

7. Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department – copy of approved land use permit 

for D & M Sullivan Trust (ag ditch cleanout and field tile installation) 

8. Attorney Alan Strohschein – follow-up on Yelk matter, copy of counteroffer per Attorney 

Resch, plus Strohschein commentary regarding such 

9. Telephone inquiry regarding burning barrels  

10.  WisDOT Local Programs and Finance re. LRIPWEB Applications Enhancement webinar 



11. General Engineering Company – copy of commercial electrical permit application 

submitted for Eggert Grain Farm in addition to an updated listing of 2020 Town building 

permit applications submitted thus far 

12. Wisconsin Department of Revenue – notification of 2020 Full Value Notice of 

Manufacturing Real Estate ($3,030,300) and Manufacturing Personal Property 

($1,133,400) for a Manufacturing total of $4,163,700 

13. Thrive Economic Development re. application period for Farm Support Program & We’re 

All In grant 

14. Karen Boyd re. re-opening guidelines & New Program for Wisconsin Farmers 

15.  Notification from We Energies to schedule an appointment to have the town hall’s gas 

meter checked and replaced at no cost 

16. Wisconsin Towns Association June 2020 

17. Christine  Abell – notification of June 29 Special Meeting of the Reeseville Town Group 

Fire District to be followed by an informal discussion on the proposed Clyman, Lowell, & 

Reeseville Fire Department merger. 

During Board member reports Sup. Keach noted receipt of a call regarding an excavator tearing up a 
portion of Soldner Road.  The individual doing so has promised to fix the road.  Sup. Keach also reported  
receipt of citizen concern over the number of tires being collected by a River Oaks resident.  Chr. Spoke 
reported being contacted about a dog running loose on Weihert Lane.   
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to convene into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. 
19.85 (1) (g) to consider advice and correspondence from legal counsel on pending litigation involving 
the township and then to return to open session to adjourn.  Spoke’s motion passed on a roll call vote  
with Spoke, Keach, and Crave all voting yes at 8:32 P.M.   
 
At 8:55 P.M. the Board returned to open session.  Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to 
adjourn.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:55 P.M.  
 

JUNE 2020 BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

3886 WE Energies $14.85 

3887 County of Dodge $708.50 

3888 Joseph Pantely $383.26 

3889 Wisconsin Towns Association $881.92 

3890 APG of Southern WI $32.04 

3891 Advanced Disposal $427.00 

3892 Carleen Benninger $1,832.92 

3893 Nationwide Retirement Solutions $1,677.73 

3894 Nancy L. Thompson $1,780.87 

3895 Waterloo Utilities $240.74 

3896 VOID $0.00 

3897 General Engineering Company $475.00 



3898 Clayton Weihert $34.17 

3899 Steve Battenberg $46.17 

   

3900 Bob Topel $34.17 

3901 Angela Byers- Krantz $53.64 

3902 USPS $22.00 

3903 Kurt Keach $569.83 

3904 Wolff Sand & Gravel, LLC $4,830.00 

3905 Kurt E. Keach LLC $475.00 

3906 DSPS $55.00 

 TOTAL: $14,574.81 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                 Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 

TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD CLOSED SESSION MINUTES 
Thursday, June 18, 2020 

Portland Town Hall 
8:32 P.M. 

Members Present:  Chairman Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and 
Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.  Supervisor Thomas Crave attended virtually via telephone. 
 
No other persons were present. 
 
Notice of the closed session had been included in the agenda for the Board’s monthly meeting which 
was posted at the three designated locations as required by law, e-mailed to the Courier editor, and 
posted on the Town’s website. 
 
During the closed session Chr. Spoke updated the Board on pending litigation involving the town and 
shared advice and correspondence from legal counsel Alan Strohschein.  Board members discussed 
options for moving forward but took no formal action. 
 
At 8:55 P.M. Chr. Spoke moved to return to open session.   Sup. Keach seconded the motion and it  
carried 3-0 on a roll call vote with Spoke, Keach, and Crave all voting yes.  
    
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


