
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING  
Thursday, March 18, 2021 

7:30 P.M. 
Conducted virtually through Google Meet 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board’s March monthly meeting to order at 
7:33 P.M., and all persons connected joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Town Board Members Connected:  Town Chairman Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach,  
Supervisor Thomas Crave, Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson. 
 
Other persons connected:  Amber Gerber, Courier editor. 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law and on the Town‘s website  and that the meeting agenda had also been e-mailed to 
the Courier editor. 
 
Thompson requested that JaVell Stevenson’s name be added to the other two names Iisted in New 
Business A (action on operator’s license applications).  Hearing no other requested revisions to the 
posted agenda, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the posted agenda as 
revised.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the minutes of the February 18, 2021, 
regular Town Board meeting as printed.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
No one expressed interest in addressing the Board during the Public Input section of the meeting. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that since the Board’s February meeting Travis Medema had been issued a 
building permit for a detached garage on Dalman Road.  Estimated completion value of the project is   
$30,000.00.  
 
In reporting on the tower project, Chr. Spoke noted receipt of a phone call request for a building address 
for electricity to the site.   Sup. Keach said that the tower itself has been up for a couple weeks, that  
there is a light on it, and that a path has been cleared for the electric service.  Town residents are 
interested in learning how the tower might impact the availability/quality of their broadband service. 
 
Sup. Keach then updated the Board on the River Oaks tire situation.  Keach said that he had spoken with 
a DNR warden who told him that the Town’s concerns have been forwarded to the DNR’s Environmental  
Services division for supposed attention.   Neighbors in that area have also been calling the DNR.   
Chr. Spoke suggested that the Board that no action at this time but continue to monitor the situation 
until June to see if the DNR takes action and gets any results.   In response to rumors that the property  
was going to be put up for sale, Treasurer Benninger suggested that the Board could contact any real 
estate company involved and require cleanup of the property as a stipulation of the sale. 
 



Next Chr. Spoke recommended appointment of Chad Yerges to the Town’s Plan Commission effective 
immediately through December 31, 2023, for the seat previously held by Bob Topel.  Sup. Crave 
seconded Spoke’s appointment motion and it carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  
 
Chr. Spoke then recommended appointment of Bob Topel as an alternate to the Town’s Board of 
Appeals.  Sup. Keach seconded Spoke’s appointment motion and it passed 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then discussed several options for replacement of the town hall sign. Sup. Keach presented a 
cost estimate of $185.00 from Slewfoot Signs in Jefferson for a 16x45 alumalite sign but had no other 
specific information regarding design, installation, etc. for that sign.  He also had given Thompson a 
tagboard lettered sketch which had been prepared by a friend’s daughter for a possible wooden sign.  
Thompson stated that she had contacted Waterloo’s tech ed. teacher to see if any student might be 
interested/available in making a sign.  Unfortunately, timing is too tight the remainder of this school 
year to make that possible.  Thompson had also talked with Waterloo Clerk Mo Hansen and learned that 
the signs on the outskirts of Waterloo had been made by Busch’s Signs and Designs out of Verona.  
Future research also revealed several other Madison area sign companies, and she said that Amish in 
the area could also be contacted, if desired.  With both Keach and Thompson offering to get additional 
information prior to the Board’s April meeting, the Board took no action other than to express support 
for a plastic or aluminum “Portland Town Hall” sign of approximately the same size as the current sign at 
a cost hopefully not exceeding $500.00.  
 
Clerk Thompson then presented operator’s license applications from Jennie Nelson, Kyle Hubacher, and 
JaVell Stevenson.   All required paperwork and pertinent fees for such had been submitted to her, and 
issued licenses would be effective immediately through June 30, 2021.    Motion by Sup. Keach, 
seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve issuance of operator’s licenses to Jennie Nelson, Kyle Hubacher,  
and JaVell Stevenson as requested.   Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Next the Board briefly reviewed the requested renewal of Wildwood Barn & Cottage’s Special Event 
Conditional Use Permit.  That permit had been originally approved on May 19, 2016, through  
May 19, 2018, and then extended until April 19, 2021.   Clerk Thompson indicated that the applicants  
were not requesting any change to the “Policies and Restrictions” listed in their original application or 
succeeding applications, and Sup. Crave noted that he had heard no complaints regarding the venue.                     
Sup. Keach then moved to renew Wildwood Barn and Cottage’s Special Event Conditional Use Permit 
and its identified “Policies and Restrictions” indefinitely.  Keach’s motion was seconded by Sup. Crave 
and carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  The Board did acknowledge that it could “pull” that permit at any time 
if circumstances warranted doing so. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then presented a kennel license application from John and Jacquelin Fox on 
Mulvaney Lane.  Benninger said that the applicants have five dogs and she has current rabies certificates 
for all of them on file.  The applicants have also paid the Town’s $50.00 kennel license fee.   Motion by 
Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve issuance of a kennel license to John and Jaqueline Fox. 
 
Following brief review of proposed Resolution 2021-1 authorizing the creation of the CLR (Clyman, 
Lowell, and Reeseville) Fire Group and appointment of representation, Sup. Keach moved approval of 
Resolution 2021-1 and the appointment of the Town of Portland Chairperson as the Town’s 
representative to attend meetings of the new group and make decisions on behalf of the Town. 
Sup.  Crave seconded Keach’s motion, and it carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 



Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve contracting with Lauersdorf Excavating for 
2021 brushing services.  (The company recently brushed the Dalman Road.)  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 
on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup.  Keach, to approve Budget Resolution 2021-1 amending the 
Town’s 2021 budget as follows: 
 
          Increasing the beginning-of-year balance from $22,550.28 to $46,216.70, with $27,590.66 being 
undesignated funds and $18,626.04 being designated “tower” funds 
          Increasing Snow Removal expenditures from $55,000.00 to $70,000.00 
          Increasing Town Hall expenditures from $3,500.00 to $5,500.00    AND 
          Decreasing anticipated end-of-year undesignated funds from $24,376.76 to $12,417.14.   
 
Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on a roll call vote, with Spoke, Keach, and Crave all voting “Yes.” 
 
Chr. Spoke then noted that residents living at W12250 Reuster Lane had contacted him regarding their 
desire to change the name of that road to Rocky Road, and he had asked Clerk Thompson to secure 
information on the procedure for the Board to follow in such situations.  That information (secured from 
the Wisconsin Towns Association) indicated that towns have express statutory authority to name private 
roads by ordinance and that once such ordinance is adopted, the town needs to install new road name 
signs as appropriate and alert the post office and fire and law enforcement officials of the name change 
so that the 911 system can be updated.  In addition, the town clerk must post or publish notice per Wis 
stat. 60.80.  The county must also be notified of all road name changes and has the power to reject a 
suggested road name if it will create confusion in the countywide system of emergency services.   Spoke 
noted that he had contacted Dodge County and that it had no conflicts with the proposed name change.   
Following brief discussion, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the proposed  
ordinance naming Rocky Road.  The motion passed 3-0 on a roll call vote with Spoke, Crave, and Keach 
all voting ”Yes.”  Chr. Spoke said that he would notify the Columbus Fire Chief of the new road name  
and Sup. Keach said that he would order the new name sign.  The requesters will be asked to pay for the 
cost of the new name sign and its required hardware.  
 
As part of the information sent to the Board in preparation for this evening’s meeting, Clerk Thompson 
had sent information received from Timothy Jackson of DATCP indicating that the Town’s Farmland 
Preservation Zoning Ordinance certification would expire at the end of 2021 and including information 
and instruction on submitting the needed re-certification.  Thompson noted that she had contacted 
Nate Olson at Dodge County to see if the Town could contract with Dodge County to do that work.  
(Olson told her that the county no longer does such contract work.)  She also contacted Kory Anderson 
from General Engineering.  He indicated that he has not done such re-certification work in the past, 
though he has submitted annual zoning reports to the state.   In a later e-mail from Anderson, however, 
he said that he would be willing to take on that project (believing that he could get digital maps from 
Dodge County), at an estimated cost of $700.00 -$1,000,00—an hourly rate of $140.00.  Following brief 
discussion, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to contract with General Engineering for the 
re-certification of the Town’s Farmland Preservation Zoning Ordinance.   Keach’s motion  carried 3-0 on 
a voice vote. 
 
Chr. Spoke reported that someone had recently run into the guard rail on the Sullivan Road bridge.  He 
called theTown’s insurance carrier, and a claim has been initiated. Spoke said that the Board has a 
couple of options to consider and added that the current railing is out of compliance and that labor  for 



repairing it will be high compared to the cost of bringing the entire bridge up to somewhat of 
“standard.”  Options he mentioned included 1) repairing and raising the railing on both sides of the 
bridge to meet standards, as well as installing impact bumpers at the end of each railing (about 
$2,800.00) and 2) option one plus extension of the guardrail 53 feet on both sides of the bridge (about 
$27,000.00).    Board members had gone out to look at the site.  Sup. Crave expressed support for option 
one, and Chr. Spoke noted that the county has time now and could get at that project right away if that 
is the Board’s decision.  Following additional brief discussion, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by 
Sup. Crave, to contract with Dodge County for repair of the Sullivan Road bridge at an estimated cost of 
$2,800.00 for time and materials in addition to a 4.56% administrative fee.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 
on a voice vote.  
 
No specific date was set for Board members to “run all Town roads” to determine needed 2021 work, 
though support was expressed for doing so sometime in early April. 
 
Agenda items for the Board’s April monthly meeting include replacement of the town hall sign, town hall 
cleaning, establishment of the weekly “sub” salary at the recycling site, compliance with dog licensing 
requirements, an operator’s license application, and both rezoning and conditional use permit  
applications.  The Board decided to conduct that meeting on Thursday, April 15, 2021, at the Portland 
Town Hall beginning at 7:30  P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then presented her monthly financial report showing February monthly receipts of 
$191,757.94 (including the transfer of $5,045.21 with the closing of the Town’s Money Market account) 
and February monthly expenditures of $769,032.47 (including Dodge County’s direct withdrawal for its 
February tax settlement).  With a March transfer of $32,420.00  from the savings account to the 
checking account and March receipts of $2,064.00 as of March 12, 2021, the balance in the checking 
account as of that date was $1,034.74 and the balance in the Savings account was $162,646.39 for a 
combined total in  both accounts of $163,681.13.  In addition, $552.59 remains in the Town Computer 
Savings account.  Benninger also reported that she had sent out 42 letters the previous week to persons 
who still needed to pay their dog licensing fees by April 1 and had received responses to four of those  
letters thus far.   She also thanked Amber Gerber for including information regarding the Town’s April 1 
due date for dog license fees in two recent issues of the Courier.  
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Treasurer Benninger’s monthly financial 
report as given.  Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize payment of the monthly bills as presented 
by Clerk Thompson.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the listing of correspondence for the month of March: 
 

1. Notification from General Engineering Company that, as of March 1, the company is under 
contract with the State of Wisconsin, Department of Safety and Professional Services, to issue all 
commercial electrical permits and perform all commercial electrical inspections within the Town 

2. Proposed resolution sent from Christine Klister authorizing the creation of the CLR Fire Group 
and appointment of representation 

3. “DOA Local Government Report” Volume 16, # 1 February 2021 from Dawn Vick 
4. Request from Karen Boyd on behalf of the Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Committee 

for notification of the Town’s planned 2021 road work  



5. Information from Transportation Information Center regarding Work Zone Safety & Flagging 
online courses 

6. Rezoning and conditional use permit applications and associated materials from F-AN-D, LLC for 
consideration at a planned April 7th Plan Commission meeting and the April Town Board meeting 

7. Monthly Columbus Fire Department report from Randall Koehn 
8. Information from Tim Jackson regarding needed re-certification of the Town’s Farmland 

Preservation Zoning Ordinance 
9. Certificate of liability insurance for Lauersdorf Excavating Inc. from R & S Insurance 
10. January and February 2021 Lifestar reports 
11. Phone call from Millie Prescott expressing her concern over the recent brushing done on 

Dalman Road 
12. Letter from the United States Department of Commerce requesting Chr. Spoke’s participation 

with the 2021 Government Units Survey 
13. Information from Vicki Schultz regarding wireless savings plans for Board member consideration 
14. Proposal from Ayres to provide an updated Town pavement condition rating and report to 

WisDOT 
15. Phone call from Steve Weber regarding his desire to clean out a ditch 
16. Certificate of liability insurance for Gardiner Appraisal Service, LLC 
17. Phone call from individual seeking information regarding appearing before the Town’s Board of 

Appeals 
18. Wisconsin Towns Association March 2021. 

 
Sup. Keach reported that 37 address signs are faded and need replacement.  He will order such, along  
with a Rocky Road sign. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that a Wisconsin Towns Association attorney had informed her that there is 
no legal requirement for the Town to mail a copy of its annual financial statement to residents each 
year.  An annual financial statement must be presented at the annual meeting, however. 
 
Treasurer Benninger noted receipt of a call from an individual interested in placing a sign in the ditch 
near her home advertising eggs for sale.  The sign would be on the east side of Mulvaney Lane away 
from the highway and close to a field entrance there.  Benninger told the caller to contact Dodge County 
and when the person did so was told to talk with Town officials.  Since adjacent property owner Al 
Benninger is O.K. with such sign as long as it’s not too close to his field driveway, the Board expressed no 
opposition to the request.  
 
With no other business needing to be addressed by the Board at the time, motion by Sup. Keach, 
seconded by Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:40 P.M. 
 

MARCH BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

4079 MR Concrete, LLC        $32,420.00 
4080 Wisconsin Department of Revenue             254.38 
4081 Reeseville Rural Town Group                        4,042.50 
4082 We Energies                  88.08 
4083 WMCA                   15.00 
4084 Joseph Pantely                460.38 



4085 GFL Environmental                                $      440.55 
4086 Insight FS            1,785.91 
4087 Lauersdorf Excavating, Inc.                                    3,910.00 
4088 MR Concrete, LLC            3,035.00 
4089 Carleen Benninger            1,940.77 
4090 Nancy Thompson            1,940.82 
4091 DPL Maintenance, LLC              269.96 
4092 Waterloo Utilities               267.80 
4093 USPS                  33.00 
4094 General Engineering Company             275.00 
4095 Nationwide Retirement Solutions          1,734.04 
4096 Kurt E. Keach, LLC            2,060.00 
4097 Kurt Keach               562.89 
4098 Jeff Spoke                817.30 
4099 Thomas Crave               357.24 
4100 Register of Deeds                 30.00_ 
 
            TOTAL:                         $56,740.62 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 


