
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Conducted virtually through Google Meet  

Thursday, August 20, 2020 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Chairman Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board’s virtual August monthly meeting to order at 
7:30 P.M., and all persons connected joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Connected:  Chairman Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave, 
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson. 
 
Others Connected: Amber Gerber, Courier editor. 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been given to the Courier editor and posted at 
the three designated locations as required by law and on the Town’s website. 
 
Clerk Thompson requested that New Business agenda item A (Discussion/action on minor land division 
letter of intent filed by New Frontier Land Surveying on behalf of Fred and Deb Gay) be deleted:  the 
Gays have decided to delay requesting Board action on that land division until the Board also takes 
action on their rezoning and conditional use permit applications (September meeting).  Motion by 
Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the agenda as so revised.  Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on 
a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the minutes from the July 16, 2020, regular 
Town Board meeting and the August 3, 2020, Board of Review as printed.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on 
a voice vote. 
 
No one from the public asked to address the Board during the Public Input section of the meeting. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that General Engineering Company, since the Board’s July monthly meeting,  
had issued a building permit to Vincent Leo for a detached garage on East Street. 
 
As its only item of Unfinished Business, the Board discussed whether it should contract with General 
Engineering Company for additional services such as zoning ordinance interpretation, drafting of new 
ordinances and/or offering possible revisions to current ordinances, recommending action on minor 
land divisions and conditional use permit and rezoning applications etc.   Chr. Spoke noted that though 
fees to Town residents for such permits would probably need to increase, he felt that the Town’s 
current fees are substantially lower than those currently charged by the county if the Town were under 
county zoning.  He also noted that the Board could consider other companies or consultants  but felt 
that since the Town already contracts with General Engineering for building and electrical permits that it 
would make sense to contract with that same company for desired additional services.  Clerk Thompson 
said that she was impressed with the sample report that the company had provided but questioned 
what the role(s) of the Plan Commission would be then.   Sup. Crave was open to contracting for 
additional services-- stating that issues are getting more complicated and complex for local officials to 
address by themselves.   Sup. Keach concurred.  Fo0llowing additional discussion, Sup. Crave moved that 



the Board pursue a contract with General Engineering for the types of services mentioned earlier, with 
possible implementation by January 1, 2021.  Chr. Spoke said that he would contact the company for a 
written contract and fee schedule for the Board’s review at its September meeting.  He would also see if 
the company rep. who would work with the Town for those additional services could connect with the 
Board members at their September meeting to answer questions, provide clarification, etc.  
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the proposed assessment services contract 
from Gardiner Appraisal Services, LLC for September 1, 2020, through August 31, 2022, at $6,850.00 
annually.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Next the Board considered a proposal from DPL Maintenance for 2020-2021 snow removal services at 
the Town’s recycling center.  Sup. Keach noted that the Town’s highway snow removal contractor, MR 
Concrete, was not interested in providing such services at the recycling site.  Motion by Sup. Crave, 
seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the proposal ($110.00 an hour—the same cost charged this past 
winter) from DPL Maintenance for 2020-2021 snow removal services at the Town’s recycling center. 
Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Due to the Covid pandemic, most professional development seminars, workshops, conventions etc. 
going forward for the immediate future are being held virtual.  The Board agreed that anyone interested 
in attending one of those virtual professional development activities should individually register and pay 
for his/her participation and then request reimbursement for the registration cost(s) on that member’s 
quarterly bill. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that Dodge County had not been awarded the broadband grant it had applied 
for last fall but had been told that its application was strong.  Because of that and because of the 
county’s continued need for upgraded broadband services, the county plans to apply for the second 
round of grants and is again requesting letters of support (such as the Town submitted last September) 
from county municipalities.  Board members supported providing another letter. Clerk Thompson said 
that she would find out when the letters are due.  If there is time, she will draft a letter of support for 
the Board’s review and signatures at the September meeting. 
 
Items requested for inclusion in the agenda for the Board’s September meeting included the Gay minor 
land division, conditional use, and rezoning applications, Eggert conditional use permit and rezoning 
applications, possible General Engineering contract and fee schedule, possible broadband grant letter of 
support, and establishment of the 2021 budget timeline.  Board members agreed to conduct that 
meeting virtually through Google Meet on Thursday, September 17, 2020, beginning at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger in her monthly financial report noted July receipts of $39,151.61 and July 
expenditures of $6,351.61.  With the addition of August receipts to August 16, 2020, of $1,326.15, the 
balance in the checking account as of Juy 31, 2020, was $728.49.  The balance in the money market 
account on August 16, 2020, was $5,035.66 and the balance in the savings account on that same day 
was $150,605.91 for a combined balance in all three accounts of $156,370.06.  In addition, $550.63 
remains in the Town Computer Savings account.  Benninger added that she had just received the Town’s 
tax settlement (approximately $76,500.00) from the county and that the only major revenues yet 
outstanding are the last transportation aids and shared revenue payments. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Treasurer Benninger’s financial report as 
given.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 



 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve payment of all the August bills as presented 
(with the motion authorizing only ½ of the Scott Construction bill at this time.)  Spoke’s motion passed 
on a voice vote 3-0.    Thompson also reported that the Village of Marshall bill which had been held from 
payment at the Board’s July meeting did not have to be paid; a mistake had been made by the Marshall 
Fire Department resulting in no payment being due. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following correspondence received since the Board’s July monthly 
meeting: 
 

1.  Notification from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue of receipt of the 2% fire dues 
($4,340.82) 

2. Forms for completion and submission to BITCO for performance of the ’19-’20 Workers Comp 
audit and any premium adjustment needed 

3. Receipt confirmation from Department of Workforce Development of submitted 2nd quarter 
unemployment comp report 

4. Notification by Nationwide of Participant Account Values by Investment Option April 1, 2020, to 
June 30, 2020 

5. Statement of Real Property Status form from Chicago Title for completion and return regarding 
property owned by Ashleigh and Jaden Hutchinson 

6. Copy of Greater Watertown Foundation survey regarding child care challenges and 
opportunities from Karen Boyd 

7. Request from Nate Olson for another letter of support for the county’s second application for a 
broadband grant 

8. Notification from BITCO Insurance Companies of its receipt of First Report on Injury regarding 
the June 18 accident 

9. We Energies reminder to schedule the Town’s appointment for its natural gas meter 
replacement and safety check 

10. Copy of dismissal order entered following the Notice of Voluntary Dismissal filed on July 20, 
2020, in the Wisconsin Court of Appeals District 4 Town of Portland v Gordon Yelk 

11. Proposed assessment contract September 1 ,2020-August 31, 2022, from Gardiner Appraisal 
12. Notification from Department of Revenue of $3,478.44 shared revenue distribution on July 27th  
13. Notification that on July 15, 2020, the Columbia County Board of Supervisors had approved 

designated amendments to the county’s comprehensive plan 2030 
14. Notificaton from Wisconsin Elections Commission that the Town had been awarded $920.50 

under the WEC CARES subgrant 
15. Copy of permit application submitted by Vincent Leo to General Engineering for a detached 

garage at N191 East Street 
16. Notification from Linda Henning that the August 5 Columbus EMS meeting had been 

rescheduled to 4:00 on Wednesday, September 2 
17. July Lifestar report 
18. Population verification form regarding the Lifestar EMS Medical Services Program for 

completion and return 
19. Preliminary estimate from Demographic Services of the Town’s January 1, 2020, population: 

1,091.  (This represents a change of 12 persons since the 2010 census.)  Of the total number, 
866 are estimated to be of voting age. 

20. Updated certificates of insurance for Crosscut Services LLC, Jerry Hepp Excavating Inc., 
Dunneisen Excavating LLC, Gardiner Appraisal Service, LLC and MR Concrete LLC 



21. Information related to potential pork meat packing and processing operation from Karen Boyd 
22. Wisconsin Towns Association August 2020 
23. Information regarding online road and work zone safety courses from Transportation 

Information Center 
24. Invitation to Precon meeting regarding the STH 89 project (Lake Mills-Columbus-- CTH T/ 

Dalman Road intersection) 
25. Copy of July fire department report from Randall Koehn for presentation at August Columbus 

City Council meeting 
26. Notification from Department of Revenue of 2021 estimated personal property aid to be 

distributed on May 3, 2021:  $539.37 
27. Meeting notes and recommendations from August 12th meeting of town chairs and village 

presidents regarding merger of fire departments 
28. Listing from General Engineering Company of 2020 Town building permit applications through 

July 2020 
29. Certification, license, or registration card for the Town’s electrical inspection agency registration 

from Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services (expires 08/13/24) 
30. County Equalization Report, Assessed/Sales Ratio Analysis, and Fielded Sales Summary Report 

from Wisconsin Department of Revenue 
31. Special Assessments form from Guaranty Title Services Inc. regarding property currently owned 

by Paul and Rose Rogers on Sullivan Road to be purchased by Michael Schuster 
32. Information from WTA regarding upcoming ACE meetings. 

 
Chr. Spoke reported that he and Attorney Strohschein had met with Gordie Yelk at his Yelk Lane 
property.  Spoke said that Yelk has “opened things up,” cleaned up some of the area,  and put some new 
gravel down.  There now are two options for the Town’s snow contractor for turning around.  Spoke 
added that Yelk has also offered to put stakes on his lawn to show the contractor how far he can back 
onto the lawn.  Spoke also reported that there is a washout by a culvert near the bottom of Yelk Lane 
that needs two skidloader buckets of gravel.  Spoke suggested that Keach notify Yelk when he plans to 
place that gravel.   Sescondly, Spoke reported that he and the two supervisors had checked on a culvert 
on Glory Road.  The three felt that the situation was “not too horrible” and that they probably would 
make the issue worse if they tried to do something there now. 
 
None of the two supervisors had anything else to report. 
 
With no other business for the Board to address at the time, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by  
Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Keach’s motion passed 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:20 P.M. 
 

AUGUST 2020 BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

3922 Thomas Crave (paid in July after the meeting minutes had been completed)    $   395.92 
3923 We Energies                    12.53 
3924 Dodge County Treasurer                     9.17 
3925 VOID 
3926 Joseph Pantely                  427.58 
3927 City of Waterloo               2,682.87 
3928 Village of Reeseville                           1,175.64 
3929 Columbus Rural Fire Group                482.31 



3930 Debra Weihert               $           77.50 
3931 Ruby Kegler                             77.50 
3932 Gardiner Appraisal Service LLC        6,564.19 
3933 Chris Topel             160.00 
3934 Mindelynn Crave                            85.00 
3935 Patsy Epstein              85.00 
3936 Advanced Disposal           427.00 
3937 Waterloo Utilities                          248.65 
3938 Nancy Thompson            146.08 
3939 Scott Construction                    78,471.00  
3940 Kurt E. Keach, LLC                          880.00 
3941 General Engineering Company          150.00 
3942 Lange Enterprises, Inc.           193.29 
3943 Lange Enterprises, Inc.                                                                                                  342.97 
    
        TOTAL:        $    93,094.20 
 
 
 
 
 
        Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
        


