
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING 
Thursday, December 17, 2020 

7:30 P.M. 
Conducted virtually through Google Meet 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board’s December monthly meeting to 
order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons connected joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Town Board Members Connected:  Town Chairman Jeff Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, 
Supervisor Thomas Crave, Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.   
 
Others who attended at least part of the meeting:  Steve Firari and Amber Gerber (Courier editor). 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law and on the Town’s website and that the agenda for the meeting had also been e-
mailed to the Courier editor. 
 
Hearing no requested revisions to the posted agenda, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to 
approve the agenda as posted.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2020, 
regular Town Board meeting as presented.  Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the minutes of the November 23, 2020, 
public budget hearing and the minutes from the November 23, 2020, Special Meeting of the Town 
Electors as presented.  Keach’s motion carried 2-0-1 (Spoke) on a voice vote. 
 
No one indicated interest in addressing the Board during the Public Input section of the meeting. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that the only permit activity she was aware of since the Board’s November 
monthly meeting was one for Chris Steulke for electrical service, with the approximate project value 
being $2,000.00. 
 
Steve Firari had requested to address the Board regarding property on Port Road.  Firari noted that he is 
currently in the process of purchasing 80 acres on Port Road.  He believes that approximately four acres 
of that property has been previously rezoned from A-1 to A-2 to permit the building of a home.  He 
ultimately would like for a home to be built on that property also but wants to shift the proposed 
location to right off Port Road—thereby eliminating the need for such a long driveway and making the 
remaining property still farmable.     He said that he wants to make sure that he CAN shift the location 
for a new home.  
 
Chr. Spoke confirmed that the Town’s zoning map does show a 4.52 section of that 80-acre parcel as 
being zoned A-2 and said that if Firari wants to have a home built in a different location that he could 
apply to have that 4.52 section rezoned back to A-1.  Spoke added that as of January 1, 2021, General 
Engineering will serve as the Town’s new zoning administrator and that Firari would need to speak with 



the company’s representative.  Clerk Thompson also noted that additional research probably will be 
needed to determine whether any additional splits of what began as a 275-acre parent parcel back in 
2008 are currently possible.  
 
 Firari said that he only wants one single-family home to be allowable—that he’s not interested in 
numerous splits –and that his bank is requiring confirmation of his ability to get an area rezoned for the 
building of a home as a requirement for approval of his loan.  In response, Chr. Spoke noted that since 
an area rezoned to permit the building of a home currently exists on the property Firari desires to 
purchase that he should be able to satisfy the bank’s requirement. 
 
In addressing the Board’s first item of Unfinished Business, Sup. Keach updated the Board on the tower  
construction project.  He said that concrete would begin to be poured either the next day or the 
following Monday, with completion of the tower not occurring until December 29th or the first of the 
new year.  Chr. Spoke added that all legal paperwork regarding the agreement, needed easement, etc. 
had been completed and that the $20,000.00 donation had been received.   The Board then discussed 
utilization of and accounting for that donation.  Clerk Thompson noted that so far $1,373.96 had been 
spent on legal fees and electrical service costs.  Since future expenses are unknown at this time, she 
suggested that the money be kept for now.  After discussing the advantages and disadvantages of 
having the tower money in a separate bank account vs. just accounting for it in a separate account and 
taking into consideration the recommendations of both Treasurer Benninger and Clerk Thompson, the 
Board agreed to account for that money (and associated expenses) separately but not to maintain a 
separate bank account for it.  
 
In updating the Board on progress made in addressing the River Oaks tire situation, Clerk Thompson 
reported that she had sent a certified letter to Benjamin Gorder on November 21, 2020, indicating his 
need to bring his property into full compliance with the Town’s zoning ordinance by no later than 
December 31, 2020.  She is unsure of Gorder’s receipt of that letter, however, since she has not received 
the typical “confirmation card” back.  Sup. Keach said that he believes Gorder has brought in another 
300 or so tires and now has 600-700 tires on his property.  Keach said that he has taken pictures of the 
situation from the road, tried calling the DNR but has not received a call back, and has asked for county 
police to come out (which they did but then said that they can’t enforce the Town’s ordinances).  
 Chr. Spoke added that someone had contacted Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department 
regarding a possible establishment of a salvage yard tire disposal operation on the Gorder property.  
That office conducted an investigation and determined the possible violation was out of its jurisdiction 
and therefore contacted the Town for a follow up to the matter.   After further Board discussion,  
Clerk Thompson said that she would contact the Reeseville Post Office to see whether the certified 
letter had been delivered and, based on what she learns, several Board members might try to contact 
Gorder and/or a relative in person.   
 
The Board then addressed its first item of New Business, a rezoning application from Brian Crave 
requesting rezoning of 6.2 acres at N1003 County Road T from A-1 to A-2.  The Plan Commission had 
conducted a public hearing on the application on December 2, 2020, and, in a meeting following 
adjournment of that hearing, had voted 3-0 to recommend Town Board approval of the rezoning 
request.   Clerk Thompson added that she had received a certified survey map of the land involved 
which she would send  to Dodge County Supervisor Jeff Berres upon Board approval of the application.   
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve Brian Crave’s application to have 6.2 acres at  
N1003 County Road T rezoned from A-1 to A-2.  Keach’s motion carried 2-0-1 (Crave) on a voice vote.  



 
Brian Crave had also submitted an application for a conditional use permit for the construction of a 
single-family home on the parcel of land which was the subject of the previous rezoning agenda item.  
The Town’s Plan Commission had likewise conducted a public hearing on that application on  
December 2, 2020, and, in a meeting following adjournment of that public hearing, had voted 3-0 to 
recommend to the Town Board issuance of a conditional use permit to Brian Crave to build a single-
family home at N1003 County Road T.   
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve issuance of a conditional use permit to  
Brian Crave to build a single-family home at N1003 County Road T with the condition that he follow all  
of the Town’s  zoning stipulations and get the required building permit(s).  Keach’s motion carried 2-0-1 
(Crave) on a voice vote.   
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve Budget Resolution 2020-2 amending the 
2020 Town of Portland budget as prepared by Clerk Thompson as reflected in the copy of the resolution 
attached to these minutes.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a roll call vote, with Spoke, Keach, and Crave 
all voting “Yes” on the motion.  Clerk Thompson will post the approved resolution within 30 days as 
required by law. 
 
The Board then discussed fees for rezoning, conditional use permit, and variance applications as of 
January 1, 2021.  After Clerk Thompson shared communication received from Kory Anderson of General 
Engineering, Chr. Spoke moved that the current Town fees for such applications would remain and be in 
addition to the fees charged by General Engineering for such.  Sup. Keach seconded Spoke’s motion, and 
it carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  The Board also agreed that the process for any such applications would be  
for the applicant  to talk with General Engineering (Kory Anderson) first.   Spoke will see that Anderson 
gets a copy of the Town’s most recent zoning map, zoning ordinance, and 2030 comprehensive plan.    
Spoke added that all questions regarding the zoning status of any particular property will be directed to 
Anderson as of January 1, 2021.  
 
Next the Board reviewed the current compensation paid to the Town’s recycling site attendant.    
Sup. Keach acknowledged that he should have raised this issue at the time the Board prepared its 2021 
budget but added that information he has gathered from the towns of Waterloo, Medina, and Lowell 
indicate that the Town‘s current attendant is  underpaid.  Following discussion, Sup. Keach moved to 
increase the attendant’s regular hourly salary (currently $13.68) $2.00 while keeping the extra hour 
salary the same as currently paid ($12.00).   Keach’s motion was seconded by Sup. Crave and carried 3-0  
on a voice vote. 
 
Chr. Spoke then moved to approve the Town’s 2021 budget as presented at the Town’s budget hearing 
after making the following changes: 
          Increasing the estimated January 1, 2021, cash balance from $22,550.28 to $43,290.83, with 
$24,664.79 being identified as undesignated funds and the remaining $18,626.04 being designated as 
“tower” funds  
                                                                              AND 
          Increasing the estimated December 31, 2021, reserves from $24,376.76 to $45,117.31, with all 
reserves not accounted for as “tower” funds being identified as undesignated funds at that time. 
Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.        
       



Chr. Spoke then noted that he had been approached by Bill Blaska regarding the possible addition of 
Highway 19 to the listing of roads approved for ATV traffic in the Town of Portland’s ordinance regarding 
such.   Spoke had previously provided Board members with an article from the Wisconsin DOT specifying 
that a town may enact an ordinance under Wis. Stat. 23.33(8)(b)1 to designate a highway not under its  
jurisdiction as an ATV route, but ATV operation on a state highway or connecting highway is allowed 
only if WisDOT approves the route.   Following brief discussion, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by  
Sup. Keach, to add Highway 19 from County I to Hubbleton Road east as a designated ATV route.  
Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Next the Board considered adoption of the Dodge County All Hazards Mitigation Plan which outlines 
potential cost-effective hazard mitigation activities.    According to Joe Meagher, Deputy Director of 
Dodge County Emergency Management, adoption of the plan will not cost the Town anything; without 
adoption, however, the Town would not be eligible to apply for and receive mitigation project funding in 
the future.  Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave , to  approve Resolution  # 2020 AHM as 
presented.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.l 
 
Chr. Spoke then recommenderd reappointment of Steve Battenberg to the Town’s Plan Commission for 
a three-year term January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2023.      Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by 
Sup.  Keach, to approve Battenberg’s appointment.  Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  Spoke 
noted that the second individual he had planned to recommend for appointment would no longer 
accept appointment, so Spoke will continue to seek another individual for appointment at the Board’s  
January meeting. 
 
Chr. Spoke also recommended re-appointment of Ryan Powers to the Town’s Board of Appeals for a 
three-year term January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2023.  Motion by Sup.  Keach, seconded by Sup. 
Crave, to approve Powers’ appointment.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  Spoke plans to 
recommend an alternate to the Board of Appeals at the Board’s January meeting. 
 
The only agenda items suggested by Board members for the Board’s January meeting were bids on 
replacement of the town hall door and the town hall’s sign.  Board members agreed to conduct that 
meeting virtually on Thursday, January 21, 2021, beginning at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported November monthly receipts of $23,670.04 and November checking 
account disbursements of $12,764.97.  As of November 30, 2020, the balance in the checking account  
was $1,121.75; the balance in the money market account as of that same date was $24,754.15, and the 
balance in the savings account was $21,329.95 for a combined total in all three accounts of $47,205.85. 
With the addition of December receipts as of tonight’s meeting of $20,852.00, the total funds available 
are $68,057.85.  In addition, $552.03 remains in the town computer savings account.   
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Treasurer Benninger’s financial report as 
given.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize payment of all bills presented by  
Clerk Thompson at tonight’s meeting, as well as payment of any other December bills received prior to 
year’s end and any refunds of tax overpayments.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following listing of correspondence for the month of December: 
 



1.  School levy tax credit disclosure notice plus Lottery and First Dollar credit calculations from 
Wisconsin Department of Revenue 

2. Copy of Dodge County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan and associated resolution 
3. Certificate of liability insurance for Waste Management Holdings, Inc. from Lockton Companies, 

Inc. 
4. Copy of numerous pieces of correspondence between Attorney Strohschein and parties involved 

in the tower project, as well as signed easement agreement and donation 
5. Copy of Sixth Amendment to the Intergovernmental Agreement for the CAEMs group from Jeff 

Slotten 
6. 2020 PILT calculation worksheet from the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
7. Notification from the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources that 28.731 closed  

acreage owned by Lyndon Schroeder and that 2.00 closed acreage owned by Kenneth & Barbara 
Schoenike Jr. Rev. Trust will be withdrawn from Managed Forest Law and assessed as general 
property beginning January 1, 2021 

8. Welcome letter from GFL Environmental 
9. Lifestar November report 
10. Special Assessment form from Dane County Title Company for completion regarding Longseth 

property  
11. Notification from Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department that a nonmetallic 

mining reclamation permit application and a nonmetallic mining reclamation plan (revision) has 
been submitted for a mine site operated by Michels Materials in Section 27 

12. Certificate of liability insurance for Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, LLC from Willis Towers Watson 
Midwest, Inc. 

13. Copy of letter sent to Chr. Spoke from Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department 
concerning complaint filed regarding possible establishment of a salvage yard tire disposal 
operation on Ben Gorder’s property in River Oaks 

14. Information regarding Municibid’s free service for governments and schools to auction surplus 
15. Copy of electrical service permit for Chris Steulke from General Engineering 
16. November Columbus Fire Department report from Randall Koehn 
17. Wisconsin Towns Association December 2020 
18. Special Assessments form from Guaranty Title Services, Inc. for property owned by Collin 

Westphal and Brooke Skarda on Dalman Road 
19. Notification from the Division of Transportation Investment Management of the 2021 final 

calculation summary for the Town‘s Transportation Aids:  $113,109.12 payable in four equal 
payments on the first Monday in January, April, July, and October 

20. Quarterly contribution report for completion and return to the Department of Workforce 
Development.  

 
Sup. Keach reported that he had graveled an area on Buss Road due to culvert erosion but that the 
culvert was fine.  Sup. Crave noted that a sign is down on Dalman Road just past Ruth Yerges’ home. 
 
Seeing no other business needing to be addressed at the time, motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by 
Sup. Keach, to adjourn.  Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:40 P.M. 
 
 
 
 



December 2020 Bills Approved for Payment 
 

4003 We Energies            $        24.13 
4004 County of Dodge                                    23.25 
4005  Joseph Pantely                    416.50 
4006 Steve Battenberg                      92.35 
4007 Angela Byers-Krantz                   105.28 
4008 Bob Topel                           68.34 
4009 Clayton Weihert                      34.17 
4010  Karl Junginger Memorial Library              2,500.00 
4011 APG of Southern Wisconsin                    57.88 
4012 The O’Brien Agency, LLC                     86.47 
4013 Carleen Benninger                2,649.68 
4014  Nancy L. Thompson                2,197.51 
4015  Nationwide Retirement Solutions              1,792.82 
4016 Kurt Keach                    657.45 
4017 Jeffrey Spoke                    867.59 
4018 Dodge County         20.00 
4019 Strohschein & Green                   442.50 
4020 Waterloo Utilities                    266.36 
4021 Wolf Paving & Excavating of Madison, Inc.              1,063.02 
4022 MR Concrete, LLC                 5,000.00 
4023 United States Treasury                   731.70 
4024 Thomas Crave                    395.41 
          Direct withdrawal from F & M State Bank      15.00 
 
 
      

                                                                                     TOTAL:    $19,507.41 
    
 
 
 
 
 
                            

                                                                                           Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                              
 



 
 
 
 
     

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
  


