
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board's regular October monthly meeting 
to order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave, 
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson. 
 
Others Present (for at least part of the meeting):  Richard Yelk, Kyle Minnameier, Neal Yerges,  
Jake Yerges, Nathan Loeffler, Tiffany Loeffler, Gary Loeffler, Robert Schneider, Adam Schneider, 
Bill Farrey,  and Diane Graff (Courier editor). 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law, delivered to the Courier office, included in the Municipality Meeting section of the 
October 13th Watertown Daily Times, and posted on the Town's website. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the agenda as printed.  Keach's motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2017, 
regular Town Board meeting and the minutes of the September 27, 2017, Board of Review as written. 
Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
During the Public Input section of the meeting, Robert and Adam Schneider requested advice from the 
Board regarding a setback issue.  The Schneiders noted that a pole shed had been built on their property 
about 30 years ago, with one side of that building sitting right on the lot line.  At the time the building 
was built, the adjacent property owner had no issue with the building positioned as it was.   Now the 
adjacent landowner says that the building can't remain where it is and has set up trail cameras, etc.  The 
Board responded that the issue was one that needed to be settled between the two landowners but 
added that it might be good for the Schneiders to have the lot line "shot" prior to doing anything else. 
 
Police liaison Weihert was not present to update the Board on current Town issues/concerns. 
 
Richard Yelk reported that he had issued the following permits since the Board's regular August monthly 
meeting (He was not in attendance at the Board's September meeting.): 
 
          Gabriel Nunez    Detached garage on River Oaks Road    $     5,000.00 
          Joe Roche     Field driveway on Hughes Road 
          Crave Bros. Farmstead Cheese, LLC              Cheese factory addition                 750,000.00 
          Chris Feller    3-seasons patio       30,000.00 
          Dan Schultz    Deck on Weihert Road                     750.00 
          Crave Bros. Farmstead Cheese LLC               Field driveway. 
 



Portland Sanitary District Commission Chairperson Bill Farrey then updated the Board on the District's  
September 26, 2017, meeting.   Farrey noted that Waterloo Utilities Superintendent Barry Sorenson had 
also attended that meeting and reported that the District's sewer system has infiltration issues, with up 
to four times as much water as there should be being treated for wastewater;  fresh water from the 
ground is leaking into the pipes.    Farrey said that he believes the cause for such might either be that 
the system was put together poorly or that a lot hasn't been done on the system for a long  time.   He 
said that he had originally planned on addressing the infiltration issue after the District had paid off its 
loan for the main lift station.  Though the District currently pays off $15,000.00 of that debt annually, 
payments will need to be continued for another 7-8 years.  Depending on the extent of the system's 
problem(s),  Sorenson noted that the cost for such could be as much as $500,000.00 or even a million 
dollars.   (The Sanitary District currently has about $100,000.00 in reserves.)  Farrey added that since 
2010 the DNR has been imposing a lot more restrictions .  He said that water in our area contains a lot of 
phosphorous.  Because of that, coupled with the infiltration issue, the District is disproportionately 
adding to Waterloo Utilities' phosphorous problem resulting in Waterloo Utilities' difficulty in meeting 
the DNR restrictions.  Farrey added that the DNR began requiring a maintenance report (CMOM) around 
2016.  That report was due on August 2016, but he didn't know at the time of that requirement and 
never submitted the report.   As a result, he has been notified that the Sanitary District is out of 
compliance.  According to Farrey, there are a whole number of different penalties (ranging from jail time 
to substantial monetary fines) for not being in compliance and that Commission members have personal 
exposure.  After speaking with Town Atttorney Alan Strohschein, Farrey said that he believes that the 
Commission Chair can no longer continue as a voluntary position.   Due to his personal legal exposure 
and his lack of time, he intends to resign from the Commission after completing and submitting the 
required  CMOM report.  He feels that report will take several months to complete, since the system 
first needs to be televised, with the costs for needed repairs incorporated into the plan.   Following that 
submission, he feels that the best scenario going forward would be to eliminate the Sanitary District 
Commission and to hire a manager.  
 
Chr. Spoke requested that Farrey continue to update the Town Board on the District's options going 
forward and asked that the subject be placed on the Board's November agenda again. 
 
In addressing its first item of Unfinished Business, the Board discussed a revised proposal from 
Decorative Concrete Construction, LLC for snow removal services.   Action on the original proposal had 
been tabled from the Board's September monthly meeting due to questions regarding the fuel 
surcharge.   According to the revised proposal,  if fuel prices reach $4.00 per gallon,  a $120.00 fuel 
surcharge per plow operation will be added to the base costs.  If fuel prices reach $5.00 per gallon, a 
$240.00 fuel surcharge per plow operation will be added to the base costs, and so on.  Following brief 
discussion on the cost and meaning/intent of that provision, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by  
Sup. Crave, to approve the revised contract proposal for snow removal services from Decorative 
Concrete Construction LLC effective November 2017 through March 2020.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 
on a voice vote. 
 
Next the Board discussed enforcement of the parking restrictions recently adopted for residential 
districts.  Chr. Spoke reported that he had spoken with Pete Thompson regarding such and that there 
are two separate issues to address:   1) The Town Board will need to purchase and install signs informing 
persons of the new restrictions.  Spoke noted that the Board would need to determine the number of 
signs needed and where they should be placed.  2) If the Board is interested in restricting parking on 
Highway I in Portland to only one side of the street, the Board would need to send a letter requesting 
such to the Dodge County Highway Commission Board for its consideration.   If approved,  that Board 



would have the needed ordinance drafted and see that required signs are put up.  Then the county  
could enforce the restricted parking.    
 
Sup. Keach expressed his support for restricting the parking to only one side of Highway I.  He noted that 
the Board has discussed the issue for about six  months already and that the current situation is 
dangerous, creating a safety issue for the Board to resolve.   Following additional discussion, the Board 
agreed to meet sometime before its November monthly meeting to determine which side of Highway I  
they'd recommend should be restricted from parking. 
 
The Board then reviewed applications submitted by Jake Yerges to have 1.5 acres in Section 12 located 
at N1808 County Road BB rezoned from A-1 to A-2 and to build a single-family home on the land to be 
rezoned.    The Plan Commission had conducted a public hearing on Yerges' applications on  
October 11, 2017, and at a meeting following the hearings that same evening had voted 4-0 to 
recommend Town Board approval of both applications. 
 
Yerges noted that he has had a preliminary survey done and has applied for a sanitary permit  but that 
he hasn't had any house plans drawn up yet, since he wanted to get the Board's approval to go ahead 
first.  (Chr. Spoke noted that a restriction would be placed on the certified survey of the parent parcel 
indicating that no further division of that parcel could take place for twenty years, unless, after five 
years,  the Town Board modified or removed that restriction from the survey map. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve rezoning  1.5 acres in Section 12 located at 
N1808 County Road BB from A-1 to A-2 as requested by Jake Yerges.   Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a 
voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve a conditional use permit for Yerges to build a 
single-family home on the 1.5 acres addressed in the Board's previous motion contingent on the 
following:   1) county approval of Yerges'  requested rezoning and 2) compliance with all of the 
regulations in the Town's zoning ordinance.  Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Next the Board reviewed applications submitted by Diana Minnameier to have 3 acres at N1608 County 
Road BB rezoned from A-1 to A-2 and to build a single-family home on the acres to be rezoned.  The Plan 
Commission had conducted a public hearing on both applications on October 11, 2017, and had voted 
 4-0 to recommend Town Board approval on both applications as follows:  to "rezone the entire parcel" 
(rather than just three acres due to its small size) and "to approve the CUP in the area for home where 
the driveway will be approved by the county."  (As printed in the minutes for that meeting )   
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve rezoning approximately 3 acres located at  
N1608 County Road BB from A-1 to A-2.   Crave's motion passed 2-0-1, with Chr. Spoke abstaining due to 
his being an adjacent landowner.   
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve a conditional use permit for Minnameier to 
build a single-famliy home on the 3 acres addressed in the Board's previous motion contingent on the 
following:   1) county approval of Minnameier's requested rezoning, 2) compliance with all of the 
regulations in the Town's zoning ordinance, and 3) compliance with all of the county standards and 
setbacks.   Crave's motion carried 2-0-1 (Spoke). 
 



No action was taken on Gary and Nathan Loeffler's applications to have two acres of land located at 
N855 County Road T rezoned from A-1 to A-2 and to build a single-family home on the land to be 
rezoned, since  a minor land division will first need to be approved, due to a principal structure already 
existing on that parcel.  The Board also encouraged the Loeffler's to consider rezoning the entire parcel  
to A-2 if they intend to use much of it for their "wedding barn" operation. 
 
The Board then discussed recycling site attendant Joe Pantely's suggestion  eliminate the use of punch 
cards at the Town's recycling site.  Pantely said that only about five town residents actually use the cards 
and that eliminating them would increase efficiency and accuracy at the site.  Chr. Spoke noted that one 
Town resident had spoken to him requesting that use of the cards not be eliminated.  Following 
discussion, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to eliminate the sale of punch cards 
immediately but to permit any cards previously sold to continue to be accepted until all credit on them 
has been used.    Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Chr. Spoke reported that the Town's recycling site attendant continues to research options for the metal 

collected at the site. 

Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to establish a daily "sub" salary of $70.00 at the 

recycling site.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 

Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to authorize issuance of an operator's license effective 

through June 30, 2019, to Jacqueline R. Yerges.   Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 

Clerk Thompson then briefly explained the information that Board members would receive for their use 

at the budget preparation meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 25th. 

No date was established for the Board's completion of the PASER ratings. 

The Board agreed to conduct its November monthly meeting on Thursday, November 16, 2017, at the 
Portland Town Hall beginning at 7:30 P.M.  Among the agenda items for that meeting will be 1) an 
update on the Sanitary District, 2) action on the Loeffler minor land division, rezoning, and conditional 
use permit applications, 3) action to determine Highway I parking restrictions, 4) appointment to the 
Plan Commission,  5) discussion/action on blighted properties within the Town, and 6) action on a 
proposal for snow removal services at the Town's recycling site. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported September receipts of $362.47 and September checking account 
disbursements of $56,804.43.  With the addition of $26,222.52 of October receipts through  
October 15th, the balance in the money market account as of that date was $64,714.06 and the balance 
in the checking account as of that same date was $1,083.41 for a combined total in both accounts of 
$65,797.47.  In addition, $525.29 is in the Town Computer Savings account.  Benninger added that the 
Town would receive its final shared revenues payment in November but that other than that, all other 
major promised revenues had been received. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Treasurer Benninger's report as given.  
Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize Clerk Thompson to pay all of the October 
bills presented.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 



 
The Board then reviewed the following listing of correspondence received by Thompson since the 
Board's September monthly meeting: 
 
1.  Original Quit Claim Deed, Original Written Directives to the County Clerk from the Taxation 
Committee, Original Dodge County Receipt for Quit Claim Deed fee, Original Dodge County Treasurer 
General Receipt, and Photocopy of Electronic Real Estate Transfer Return Receipt (all associated with 
the purchase of land from Dodge County) from Dodge County Office of Corporation Counsel 
2.  Request from Terri Main for information regarding her desired replacement of a cemetery marker in 
the German Methodist Cemetery on Stark Road 
3.  Copy of e-mail from Victoria Pratt forwarded from Nate Olson regarding a commercial broker's 
search for 50-150 acres for a buyer interested in opening a campground for children in Dodge or 
Jefferson County 
4.  Notification from Columbia County Planning & Zoning Department that the Columbia County Board 
of Supervisors approved several listed amendments to the Columbia County Comprehensive Plan 2030 
on September 20, 2017 
5.  Encouragement from Bitco Insurance Companies to submit reports of work-related injuries or 
illnesses directly to one of the company's field claims offices 
6.  Notification from Dane County Planning & Development of public hearing on the Town of Rutland's 
request to amend the Dane County Comprehensive Plan by incorporating amendments to the Town of 
Rutland Comprehensive  Plan + staff review report regarding such 
7.  July and August department and EMS activity reports from Waterloo Fire Department 
8.  Return receipt confirmation of the Department of Workforce Development Division of 
Unemployment Insurance's receipt of the Town's submitted 3rd quarter unemployment compensation 
report 
9. Numerous calls and e-mails from Department of Transportation regarding an October 24th public 
informational meeting at the Town hall regarding the development of a safety plan for the intersection 
of Dalman, Highway 89, and County T 
10.  Confirmation from Nationwide of the Town's OBRA-PST contributions ($1,460.34) received and 
invested 
11.  Proposed 2018 stray animal services contract from Dodge County Humane Society 
12.  Copy of permission granted by Division of Industry Services to allow construction of footings and 
foundations only for project at Crave Brothers Farmstead Cheese LLC 
13.  Wisconsin Towns Association October 2017 report 
14.  Invoice (with payment due before December 29, 2017) from Dodge County Clerk Karen Gibson for 
the Town's new election equipment 
15.  Notification of the October meeting of the Dodge County Unit of the Wisconsin Towns Association 
16.  Notification from American Transmission Co. that its 2017 10-year Transmission System Assessment 
is available online, with a printed copy available upon request 
17.  Notification from Division of Transportation Investment Management of the preliminary calculation 
for the Town's calendar year 2018 General Transportation Aids & Connecting Highway Aids:  
$102,822.56 to be paid in four equal payments on the first Monday in January, April, July, and October 
18.  Email notification from Tim Schultz that he will no longer be able to serve as Secretary of the Plan 
Commission due to a new career and his move out of the township 
19.  Certificate of liability insurance from R & R Insurance Services, Inc. for Skalitzky Sod Farms LLC 
20.  Notification of the October 16th budget meeting of the Waterloo Fire Department 
21.  Listing of 2017 Town building permit applications submitted to General Engineering Company 



22.  Final estimate from Division of Intergovernmental Relations of the Town's January 1, 2017, 
population:  1,087 of which approximately 861 are of voting age  
23.  Copy of letter sent to Spoke from Dodge County Highway Commission regarding an October 29th 
meeting to discuss the 2018-2019 Local Road Improvement Program 
24. E-mail forwarded by Nate Olson from Victoria Pratt regarding second development proposal in need 
of identified interested landowners 
25.  Notification from Kim Manley (City of Columbus) of the Town's anticipated share of 2018 EMS costs:  
$6,108.31 
26.  Information from Patti Hilker regarding 2017 Wisconsin ACT 52 amended state statute relating to 
the municipal treasurer's bond for tax distribution + updated statute for reference. 
 
Chr. Spoke then reported the following items: 
 
1.  Spoke was contacted by the Dodge County Sheriff regarding receipt of a lot of complaints regarding a  
dog running around.  Spoke retrieved the dog (with intent to take it to Fond du Lac, if needed), but the 
dog's owner came within hours to get it. 
2.  Spoke noted the DOT public information meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 24th, beginning at 
5:00 P.M. at the Town hall. 
 
With no further business needing to be addressed at the time, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by 
Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Spoke's  motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 9:20 P.M. 
 

OCTOBER BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 
3204 WE Energies                    $     10.44 
3205 WTA               80.00 
3206 Michels Materials            880.68 
3207 Waterloo School District             99.00 
3208 Hometown News Limited Partnership           42.62 
3209 United States Treasury           672.46 
3210 EconoLodge                           80.99 
3211 USPS                                          19.60 
3212 City of Columbus                      1,541.08 
3213 Advanced Disposal           660.55 
3214 Joe Pantely            365.71 
3215 Waterloo Utilities                                       260.88 
3216 Dodge County Treasurer           257.50 
 
 
         TOTAL:              $4,971.51 
 
 
 
 
         Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 
 


