
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, July 19, 2018 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Town Chairman Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board's regular July monthly meeting to order 
at 7:33 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and 
Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.  Supervisor Thomas Crave arrived at 7:38 P.M. 
 
Others Present:  Diane Graff (Courier editor), Dan Posthuma and Kristen Waas ( Michels),  
Dan Tamminga, Glenna McKay, Frank Lemacher, and Jeannie Lemacher. 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law, delivered to the Courier office, and posted on the Town's website.  Thompson also 
verified that she had re-posted the agenda on July 15, 2018, to include action on an operator's license 
application. 
 
Hearing no requested revisions to the re-posted agenda, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, 
to approve the agenda as re-posted. Keach's motion carried 2-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve the minutes of the June 25, 2018, Board of 
Review and the June 28, 2018, regular Town Board meeting as printed.  Keach's motion carried 2-0 on a 
voice vote. 
 
Police liaison Weihert was not present to update the Board on current Town issues/concerns, and 
Richard Yelk was not present to announce any permits issued since the Board's June monthly meeting. 
 
In addressing its first item of Unfinished Business, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to 
approve issuance of a "Class B" combination license effective August 1, 2018, through June 30, 2019, to 
Robert and Danielle Fandrey dba The Watering Hole.  Keach's motion carried 2-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Treasurer Benninger reported that she had received the last outstanding dog licensing materials a week 
ago and that no additional Board action was needed. 
 
Both Chr. Spoke and Sup. Crave reported that they had called  
+the two Town residents notified of being out of compliance with the Town's Undesirable Object 
Ordinance and who have made no progress in addressing that issue but did not hear back from either of 
them.  Chr. Spoke suggested that the Board might want to contact the DNR due to the multiple vehicles 
present on the one resident's property.  Both Spoke and Crave indicated that they would attempt 
contacting the two property owners again to express the Town's willingness to work with them on 
resolving the issues while also stressing the Board's need to see progress made. 
 
The Board decided to postpone discussing possible additional 2018 highway work until after hearing the 
treasurer's monthly report later on in the meeting. 



 
As its first item of New Business, the Board addressed a conditional use permit application submitted by 
Michels Materials to expand the company's non-metallic extraction operation south toward Highway 19.  
(Since filing its original application, Michels had removed parcel number 036-0913-3432-000 from that  
application.)  The Town's Plan Commission had conducted a public hearing on Michels' application on 
July 11, 2018, and had voted 4-0 to recommend that the Town Board issue the requested conditional 
use permit for parcels 036-0913-3314-000 (42.81 acres) and 036-0913-3423-000 (38.20 acres) along 
with the following conditions (as identified in the minutes for the hearing and Plan Commission meeting 
which Clerk Thompson had distributed to Board members prior to tonight's meeting):  
           1.  Michels is to make the best possible attempt to address the drainage ditch that crosses 
Hubbleton Road on the north and south sides of Highway 19.  If they are able to make improvement, 
those changes need to be made.  If no improvements are possible, document best efforts.  
            2.  Berm creation should be a minimum of earthen portion being 20 feet tall and should include 
the use of trees. 
            3.  Maintain the previous permit conditions. 
            4.  Follow local and state regulations. 
 
Clerk Thompson also showed pictures of road damage near the quarry which had been presented at the 
Plan Commission public hearing.   (It was noted that the washouts on Doepke had been fixed the day 
before.)   Michels representatives acknowledged that the farm driveway on the north edge of the quarry 
needs attention.   
 
Daniel Tamminga questioned what recourse the Town has if the recommended conditions aren't met.  
(Chr. Spoke responded that the permit could be pulled.)  Tamminga also questioned who actually owns 
the property in question--P& Q Waterloo or Michels Materials.  (Michels representatives noted that 
Michels Materials is the permit holder.) Tamminga also noted the presence of electric poles very close 
to where the berm begins and stated that it's his understanding that state regulations require that such 
poles be no closer than 50 feet.  (Chr. Spoke responded that We Energies would be responsible for 
ensuring that their poles meet state regulations.)  Michels representative Dan Posthuma added that the 
company  has found that it's better to put trees on the inside of the berm rather than the outside.  He 
said that trees so situated serve to better shield dust.  He also said that planting trees inside the berm 
rather than outside also enables the outside area to be more easily mowed which results in a better 
overall appearance.   Michels representative Kristien Waas then showed a picture of a similar berm at 
the Koch Quarry near Neenah.   
 
Frank Lemacher expressed his frustration over the 20-30 feet berm on the east side of the quarry which 
he said has never been maintained for the past thirteen years, and he wondered how long that process 
would take.  Mr. Posthuma responded that any new berms would be maintained but that he wasn't in a 
position to comment on previously-constructed berms which aren't part of the company's current 
conditional use permit application.  
 
Michels representatives stated that the parcels identified for future expansion will remain a field and be  
planted until they can't be planted anymore.  Progression will be slow, with the company expanding 
only as it needs to. 
 
Lemacher also questioned what the expansion might do to his property value.  He suggested that the 
Board think about the requested expansion for a couple years--asking whether that was too much to ask 



of the Board.  Sup. Crave responded that no evidence had been presented of a quarry's negative value 
on nearby property values.  
 
Following discussion, Sup. Keach moved to approve Michels conditional use permit application for parcel 
036-0913-3314-000 and 036-0913-3423-000 with the conditions as recommended and listed previously 
in  the Town's Plan Commission meeting minutes.  Keach's motion passed 3-0 on a voice  vote. 
 
Chr. Spoke reported that the Town's current snow removal contractor (Kendall J. Kjaldgaard dba as 
Decorative Concrete Construction LLC) has resigned citing workload, lack of money made, and 
complaints received as reasons for doing  so.  Spoke also noted that he had received a call from  
Matt Rasmussen expressing  interest in taking over the remainder of Kjaldgaard's contract.  (That 
contract goes through March of 2020.)  Spoke said that Rasmussen owns a truck and would like to  build 
an additional shed on his property to house equipment if he got that contract.  Sup. Keach questioned 
whether the Board could legally "transfer" the contract to Rasmussen and whether the Board would 
need to advertise for bids.   The Board decided to research that issue prior to the Board's August 
monthly meeting and (depending on what the research shows) possibly have Rasmussen attend that 
meeting. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to have the Town hall door painted prior to the August 
election.  The motion passed 3-0 on a voice vote.  Sup. Crave offered to find someone to do that work. 
 
No action was taken on Jeige Sand's operator's license application since Clerk Thompson had not 
received the applicable license fee and Sand needs to take the Responsible Beverage Service course 
prior to being granted a license. 
 
Due to conflicts with the Dodge County Fair, the Board agreed to conduct its August monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, August 22, rather than the normal third Thursday of the month. 
 
Treasurer Benninger reported June receipts of $2,869.14 and June checking account disbursements of 
$19,386.44.  With the addition of July receipts to July 14, 2018, of $26,340.09 and a July transfer of 
$500.00 to the checking account, the balance in the money market account on July 14, 2018,  was 
$162,496.65, and the balance in the checking account was $926.99 for a combined total in both 
accounts of $163,423.64.  In addition, the balance in the Town Computer Savings account is currently 
$530.61. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve Treasurer Benninger's report as given.  
Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice  vote. 
 
The Board then identified 2018 highway work already approved but not yet completed (patching on 
Torpy Road, paving on Sullivan Road, patching on Main Street, a second roadside mowing, and work on 
the south part of Yerges Road.)   The chairman and two supervisors agreed to meet on Wednesday, July 
25th, at 8:00 A.M. at Chr. Spoke's home and from there drive to several other areas in the town for 
which possible additional highway work might ultimately be approved--contingent on budgeted funds 
being available for doing so.   
 
Agenda items identified for the Board's August meeting included action on Northcrest Farm LLC's  
livestock siting expansion application, possible action on a transportation resolution recommended by 



the Wisconsin Towns Association, continued discussion and possible action regarding upcoming snow 
removal, and possible action to approve additional 2018 highway work.   
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to authorize Clerk Thompson to pay all of the July bills 
presented as well as anticipated insurance, recycling/waste disposal, and brushing bills not yet received 
but which will need to be paid prior to the Board's August monthly meeting.  Crave's motion carried 3-0 
on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following correspondence received since the Board's June monthly 
meeting: 
 
1.  Notification from the Department of Safety & Professional Services of complications experienced 
with the distribution of this year's 2% fire dues payment 
2.  Lifestar monthly report 
3.  Informational card from Municibid (online government auctions) 
4.  Notice of foreclosure sale of property at W11798 Sullivan Road 
5.  Notification from Columbia County Planning & Zoning Department of amendments to the Columbia 
County Comprehensive Plan 2030 approved by the Columbia County Board of Supervisors on June 20, 
2018 
6.  Wisconsin Towns Association July 2018 
7.  Confirmation from Department of Workforce Development of its receipt of the Town's quarterly 
unemployment insurance report 
8.  Monthly Columbus Fire Department report from Randy Koehn 
9.  Information from Town Web Design, LLC regarding the company's website hosting 
10.  Listing of 2018 building permit applications received thus far in 2018 by General Engineering 
Company 
11.  Sample transportation resolution from the Wisconsin Town's Association for possible Board 
approval 
12.  Investment Option Summary and Participant Account Values by Investment Option April 1, 2018, to 
June 30, 2018, from Nationwide plus confirmation of contributions received and invested for the Town's 
plan  
13.  Copy of letter sent to Northcrest Farms LLC notifying it that its livestock facilities siting application 
had been determined to be complete plus second letter indicating both the Department's and the Plan 
Commission's roles regarding that application  
14.  Copy of renewal certificate for personal liability umbrella policy March 23, 2018, to March 23, 2019, 
from Gary/Tiffany Loeffler 
15.  Revised notice from Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department of the public hearing and 
Plan Commission meeting concerning Northcrest Dairy Inc.'s proposed dairy expansion application 
16.  Waterloo Fire Department activity report and EMS training report for June 2018. 
 
No Board members had anything addition to report. 
 
With no further business needing to be addressed at the time, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by  
Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:35 P.M. 
 
 
 



JULY BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

3413 We Energies              $         9.40 
3414 City of Columbus                  1,536.19 
3415 Hometown News Limited Partnership                      45.67 
3416 United States Treasury                    764.22 
3417 Joseph Pantely                                   440.07 
3418 Kurt E. Keach, LLC                                   433.33 
3419 Skalitzky Sod Farms                 4,562.50 
3420 Waterloo Utilities                     237.54 
3421 Prairie Power Center                    482.01 
3422 Advanced Disposal                    667.25 
3423 The Horton Group, Inc.                              5,981.00  
                            _________ 
 
                       TOTAL:                    $15,159.18 
 
 
     
 
 
                       Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk              
  


