
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, December 12, 2018 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board's regular December monthly meeting 
to order at 7:35 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave, 
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson. 
 
Others Present (for at least part of the meeting):  Matt Rasmussen and Cathy Kozlowicz (Courier 
correspondent). 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law, delivered to the Courier office, posted on the Town's website, and submitted to the 
Watertown Daily Times for inclusion in the Municipality Meeting section of the  Friday,  
December 7, 2018, paper. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the agenda as posted.  Crave's motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2018, 
regular Town Board meeting as printed.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice  vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve  the minutes of the November 26, 2018, 
public budget hearing and the November 26, 2018, Special  Meeting of the Town  Electors as printed.  
Keach's motion carried 2-0-1 (Crave) on a voice  vote. 
 
During the Public Input section of the meeting, Matt Rasmussen dba as MR Concrete, LLC (the Town's 
current snow removal contractor) noted that both Yelk Lane and Reuster Lane present problems for 
snow removal--especially when the ground is not frozen or when it's dark.   That's due to there being 
lack of room for turning around, lack of visibility for backing up,  and/or items in the truck's way.  
Rasmussen added that a hayfield along Reuster Lane can be used for turning around when the ground is 
frozen.. 
 
No building, driveway, outdoor furnace, or culvert permits were noted as having been issued since the 
Board's regular November monthly meeting. 
 
In introducing the Board's first item of Unfinished Business, Chr. Spoke reported that (at the Board's 
direction), he had sought advice from Town attorney Alan Strohschein regarding Gordon and Debra 
Yelk's non-compliance with Sections 2.11 (8) and 2.15 of the Town's zoning code.  Strohschein  drafted 
and sent a letter by certified mail (a  copy of which Clerk Thompson gave each Board member) to the 
Yelks and then had met with Mr. Yelk earlier that day.  At that meeting, Strohschein told Yelk that he 
would give him until January 12, 2019, before initiating action on the Town's behalf.   Strohschein talked 



with Spoke following that meeting and requested Board guidance regarding whether just the Yelk 
property on Hubbleton Road was the subject of non-compliance or whether Yelk Lane also was.  
Strohschein also wanted to know what the Board was specially looking for--what would the Board 
consider as acceptable compliance from Yelk.   Strohschein  added that Yelk expressed no interest in 
getting a salvage permit and said that he had been told by Bob Haseleu and Walter Schoenherr when 
they served on the Town Board that Yelk's property would be O.K. as long as he kept everything behind 
a fence.  
 
Following discussion, the Board agreed that a "strong stance" needed to be taken at this time since the 
Town has been dealing with this issue for many years, the Town's zoning code needs to be followed,  
and it's likely that the Board would be "back in the same boat" again if a strong stance were not taken.   
That "strong stance" was "defined" as Yelk getting rid of all junk  and unlicensed vehicles, as well 
removing all items that currently prevent the Town's  snow removal contractor from going up Yelk Lane 
and turning around.  Strohschein plans to check on January 12th whether Yelk has made significant 
progress before deciding to take him to court. 
 
No additional action was deemed necessary regarding animals in Portland, since all property owners 
notified of their non-compliance had come into compliance with Town restrictions regarding animals in 
platted residential subdivisions. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to adopt the 2019 Town of Portland budget as 
presented at the November 26, 2019, Special Meeting of the Town Electors.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 
on a voice vote.  Clerk Thompson noted that the Town's January 1, 2019, balance will probably be closer 
to  $40,000.00 than $62,854.83 as listed in the budget.  If that situation holds true, the Board will  be 
asked to amend the 2019 budget at its January meeting to reflect that fact--probably reducing the Public 
Works expenditure budget by the same amount that the January 1, 2019, balance is lower than the 
balance in the adopted budget. 
 
In addressing the first item of New Business, the Board discussed whether property at N2353 County 
Road BB might be out of compliance with Section 2.11 (8) of the Town's zoning code.   Due to 
uncertaintly, no Board action was taken at this time.  Instead, both Sup. Crave and Chr. Spoke will assess 
the property's compliance prior to the Board's January monthly meeting and then report on such at that 
time.   
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve budget resolution 2018-3, amending the 
Town's 2018 budget  as follows: 
 
          Increases Town Hall expenditures from $1,700.00 to $1,800.00 
          Increases  Recycling expenditures from $8,600.000 to $9,000.00 
          Increases Public Safety expenditures from $118,000.00  to $119,100.00 
          Increases Snow Removal expenditures from $52,200.00 to $59,300.00 
    AND 
          Deceases Highway expenditures from $185,000.00 to $176,300.00. 
Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.   
 
Action approving salary/wage increases for the Town's zoning  administrator,  recycling site attendant,  
and pollworkers effective January 1, 2019, was tabled until the Board's January monthly meeting. 
 



Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve revised Town building permit, operator's 
license, and late dog license penalty  fees effective January 1, 2019, as follows:  
 
          Building permits (except for outdoor wood-fired furnaces which will remain at $100.00)  - $150.00 
          Two-year operator's licenses -  $40.00 
          Late dog license penalty fee  - $25.00. 
 
Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Chr. Spoke reported that he had spoken with Clayton Weihert regarding his interest/willingness to be re-
appointed to the Town's Plan Commission.  Since Weihert was open to be re-appointed,  Spoke 
announced his appointment of Weihert  to that position.    Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by  
Sup. Crave, to confirm Spoke's appointment of Clayton Weihert to the Town's Plan Commission effective 
January 1, 2019, through December 31, 2021.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Chr. Spoke also noted that he had contacted George Crave and Kevin Dorn regarding their interest in 
being re-appointed  to the Town's Board of Appeals.  Dorn was open to re-appointment.  Crave was also 
open  to such but also said that he would "stand down" if the Town so chose,  since he had served in 
that position for many years.   After hearing their responses, Spoke announced his appointment of both 
Kevin  Dorn and Andrew Benninger to the Town's Board of Appeals.   Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by 
Sup.  Keach, to confirm Spoke's appointment of Andrew Benninger and Kevin Dorn to the Town's Board 
of Appeals effective January 1, 2019, through December 31, 2021.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice  
vote.   
 
Sup. Keach reported that he had not yet secured any proposals for placement of a gutter on the west 
side of the Town hall.   The Board suggested that he contact  London Lumber, Karl Loewen, Dick Yelk,  
and Watertown Siding to see if they might be interested in submitting a proposal for such project, with 
action on submitted proposals to be taken at the Board's January monthly meeting. 
 
The Board then discussed information Clerk Thompson had secured from the WTA regarding Town 
liability for mailbox damage caused by a snow removal contractor.   According to that guidance, liability 
generally lies with the town when, due to the negligence of the snowplow driver, he directly hits a 
mailbox and causes damages thereto.    The WTA recommends that towns adopt a policy addressing 
how mailbox damage claims will be handled  and generally advises that towns not pay for damage 
resulting simply from the weight of snow being hurled at a mailbox .  The WTA  also recommends 
reimbursing only a set amount for a basic mailbox and only if evidence of negligence exists on the part 
of a snowplow driver and photos or an examination of the box establishes it was actually hit by the 
driver's plow.  The Board asked Clerk Thompson to draft a proposed policy for approval at the Board's 
January monthly meeting.  The policy should include payment of a flat $75.00 fee in situations where 
the Town is liable and the damage is reported within a week and verified by a Town Board member.   In 
addition, the policy should state that installation of any new box would be at the owner's expense. 
 
Since no Town policy regarding mailbox damage caused by a snow removal contractor/driver, currently 
exists, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to reimburse Keith Hollatz for the bill he 
submitted  for documented damage to his mailbox.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a  voice vote. 
 



Zoning Administrator Richard Yelk was not present and had not submitted a proposed building permit 
application for the Board's review and approval, so ction on such was tabled until the Board's January 
monthly meeting. 
 
Other than the items noted earlier and/or tabled until the Board's January meeting, no additional items 
were requested by Board members for placement on the agenda for that meeting at this time.  Board 
members agreed to conduct that meeting on January 17, 2019, at the Portland Town Hall beginning at 
7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported November receipts of $22,640.32 and November checking account 
disbursements of $7,712.95.  With the addition of December receipts to 12-09-2018 of $3,005.56, the 
balance in the money market account as of December 10, 2018, was $72,098.10, and the balance in the 
checking account was  $1,051.96 for a total in both accounts on that date of $73,150.06.  In addition, 
$533.18 remains in the Town Computer Savings Account.  Benninger added that the Town had received  
its final shared revenue payment ($19,711.18) for the year.  
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve Treasurer Benninger's monthly financial 
report as given.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to authorize Clerk Thompson to pay all of the December 
bills presented, as well as to refund any tax overpayments received by December 31,  2018.  Spoke's 
motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following correspondence received since the Board's November monthly 
meeting: 
 
1.  Certification from Dodge County Clerk of the apportionment of state and county property taxes and 
charges:  $579,177.00 
2.  Copy of signed Joint Powers Agreement County 911 Emergency System from Dodge County Sheriff's 
office 
3.  Statement of Unemployment Insurance benefit charges and adjustments from Department of 
Workforce Development for transactions posted  11/01/2018 through  11/10/2018  for Walter 
Schoenherr 
4.  Proof of publication from Hometown News LP of proposed 2019 Town of Portland budget and public 
budget hearing 
6.  Information regarding "Local Land Use, Planning and Zoning" teleconferences from University of 
Wisconsin-Extension Local Government Center 
5.  Notice from Wisconsin Department of Revenue of Equalized Value School Tax Rate for 2018 lottery 
credit calculation, State School Levy tax credit and estimated major state aids for 2018 tax bills, and 
Equalized Value School Tax Rate for use for 2018 First Dollar Credit calculation 
7.  Notification from Columbia County Planning & Zoning Department that on November 13, 2018, the 
Columbia County Board of Supervisors approved identified "Amendments to the Columbia County 
Comprehensive Plan 2030" 
8.  Certificate of  liability insurance from DDR Insurance Service Inc. for Country Development LLC 
9.  Copy of Wisconsin Uniform Building Permit application submitted to General Engineering Company 
by Kaylen Minnameier (estimated building cost w/o land = $230,000) 
10.  Certificate of liability insurance from Willis Towers Watson for Advanced Disposal Services, Inc. 
11.  Wisconsin Towns Association December 2018 



12.  November Columbus Area EMS District report 
13.  Registration information from Katy Sticha regarding "Local Government Regulation of Nonferrous 
Mining--Unearthing Your Options" teleconference 
14.  Notification from General Engineering Company that Jake Henning will be resigning in December 
and that Dion Okeson (608-697-3737) will  be taking over as the Town's  building inspector for the 
foreseeable future 
15.  Copy of letter sent by Strohschein & Green to Gordon and Debra Yelk regarding their non-
compliance with the Town's zoning ordinance 
16.  Mill rate worksheet from Department of Natural Resources for calculating 2018 Payment in Lieu of 
Tax Payments due the Town for property acquired by the DNR January 1, 1992-December 31, 2017, with 
payment anticipated on or before January 31, 2019 
17.  Notification from Wisconsin DNR that a list of Forest Crop Law and Managed Forest Law orders that 
will expire from the programs on December 31, 2018,will be posted on the DNR website and that the 
Department would not be issuing or recording orders for the expiration of those orders 
18.  Monthly Columbus Fire Department report from Randall Koehn and notification that the special 
meeting of the Columbus Rural Fire Group anticipated to be held in December of 2018 would not be 
held until after the first of the year. 
 
Chr. Spoke had nothing additional to report.  Sup. Keach noted that he has started brushing work in 
River Oaks, that he would be ordering 61 address signs in January to replace ones that have faded, and 
that when he went out to pickup a "stray dog" that the dog's owner arrived at the same time.   
Sup. Crave reported the existence of potholes on Sullivan Road. 
 
With no further business needing  to be addressed at the time, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by  
Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:48 P.M. 
 

DECEMBER BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

3513 WE Energies                         $   23.11 
3514 Dunneisen Excavating, LLC                  2,176.05 
3515 Hometown News Limited Partnership                   331.32 
3516 Jeff Robbins                                   110.82 
3517 Kevin Dorn                                     34.17 
3518 Karl Junginger Memorial Library                             2,500.00 
3519 Steve  Battenberg                                     46.17 
3520 Angela Byers-Krantz                       52.64 
3521 Bob Topel                                                    34.17 
3522 Clayton Weihert          34.17 
3523 Richard Yelk                                   853.31 
3524 Joseph Pantely                      434.62 
3525 Gardiner Appraisal Service , LLC                    200.00 
3526 GCS Software                     330.00 
3527 Dodge County Central Service Department                     46.11 
3528 USPS                                      20.00 
3529 Nancy L. Thompson                 2,137.14 
3530 Nationwide Retirement Solutions                1,697.86 
3531 MR Concrete, LLC                               5,000.00 



3532 United States Treasury            $ 
3533 Carleen Benninger                            2,277.18 
3534 VOID 
3535 Kurt Keach                                   2,591.57 
3536 Waterloo Utilities                               249.33 
3537 Insight FS                                          6,233.33 
3538 Advanced Disposal                 690.27 
3539 General Engineering Company                                                                      882.46 
3540 Keith Hollatz                                             100.00 
3541 MR Concrete LLC                            2,871.10 
3542 Dunneisen Excavating, LLC              2,637.80 
3543 Thomas Crave                               349.97 
3544 Jeffrey Spoke                               909.29 
 
      
 
            TOTAL:             $ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


