
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board's regular February monthly meeting 
to order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave, 
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson. 
 
Others Present  (for at  least part of the meeting:  Scott McNicol, Martha Gay, Richard Yelk, 
 Matt Rasmussen, and Chris O'Brien (Courier correspondent). 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law, e-mailed to the Courier editor, and posted on the Town's website. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the agenda as posted.  Keach's motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the  minutes of the January 17, 2019, regular 
Town Board meeting as printed.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
During the Public Input section of the meeting, Scott Mc Nicol addressed the Board regarding his 
interest in enlarging his current two-acre property on Hughes Road by buying approximately 5 acres 
surrounding his property (currently owned by Martha Gay).   He showed the Board a photograph of the 
proposed new parcel, as well as a copy of a certified survey map done in July of 2004.   In response to a 
Board question, McNicol noted that he is not looking to rezone the added property.  The Board noted 
that the proposed addition to McNicol's property (and deletion to Gay's property) would be considered 
parcel consolidation and, as such,  no Board action was needed. 
 
Matt Rasmussen, the Town's current contracted snow removal contractor (dba MR Concrete LLC) shared 
thoughts on how this season's snow removal has been going thus far.  He also suggested (as a possible 
way to reduce costs) that the Board might want to consider pre-purchasing some amount of salt for the 
2019-2020 snow removal season.  In addition, he sought clarification of his contract as related to the 
four $5,000.00 payments to be made to him (one each in November, December, January, and February).   
After discussion, the Board and Rasmussen agreed on a contract implementation interpretation 
(resulted in an additional payment of $1,260.00 to Rasmussen) for the2018-2019 snow removal season, 
with future discussion anticipated regarding the remaining three years of his contract. 
 
Richard Yelk reported that he had issued one building permit since the Board's January monthly 
meeting:  a permit to Dan Schey for a 24x40 shelter at W10445 Hubbleton Road (basically to serve as an 
outdoor "tasting area") at an approximate cost of $5,000.00. 
 
 



Town Treasurer Carleen Benninger reported curbside pickup survey results as follows:  Yes - 71,  No-131, 
 and No Preference - 20.  Based on those results, Chr. Spoke stated that the Town of Portland wouldn't 
be moving forward with curbside pickup.   
 
Richard Yelk had no proposed building permit application revisions ready for the Board's review. 
 
The Board then addressed its first item of New Business:  an application submitted by Eggert Acres LLC 
to rezone approximately 4 acres located at N1086 CTH BB from A1 to Residential.  The Plan Commission 
had conducted a public hearing on the application on February 6, 2019.  At that hearing, however,  
Eggert revised his application to request rezoning of  5.1 acres, with  the property to be rezoned 
highlighted as Lot 3 on a map shared with the Plan Commission.    It was also noted at the hearing that 
the property driveway is currently on Port Road and will remain so and that a perk test had passed at a 
location on the southern part of the acreage to be rezoned.  Following adjournment of the public 
hearing, the Plan Commission convened again and voted 5-0 to recommend Town Board approval to 
have  5.1 acres at N1086 County Road BB rezoned  from A1 to A2 (rather than to Residential as Eggert 
had specified on his application,however).   
 
Chr. Spoke noted that Town density standards specify that the lot to be created could contain no more 
than 5 acres and that the Town Board had likewise indicated that at its January monthly meeting when 
the Board approved Eggert's minor land division letter of intent (Activity No. 180949) contingent on 
 Lot 2 containing at least 1.5 acres and Lot 3 containing no more than 5 acres.  ( Following brief 
discussion, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve rezoning 5 acres located at N1086 
CTH BB from A-1 to A-2.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Eggert  Acres LLC had also submitted an application for a conditional use permit to build a single-family 
residence on the property which was the subject of the previous rezoning application.  The Town's Plan 
Commission had also conducted a public hearing on that application on February 6, 2019, and had  
voted 5-0 to recommend Town Board approval of the requested conditional use permit to build a single-
family home.   
 
Motion by Sup Crave to approve issuance of a conditional use permit  to Eggert Acres, LLC  to build a 
single-family residence on the 5-acres that were the subject of the Board's previous rezoning action with 
the condition that all regulations in the Town's zoning ordinance be followed.   Crave's motion carried 3-
0 on a voice vote.  The Dodge County Board of Supervisors will need to approve the rezoning of those 
five acres from A-1 to A-2 before the conditional use permit will be valid/in effect, however. 
 
Clerk Thompson then reviewed revisions which she had made to the draft copy of the Town's annual 
financial report which she had distributed to the Board at its January monthly meeting.   Following no 
questions,  motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to authorize Thompson to have the revised 
report printed and distributed.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
No  action was taken on the 2019 Adams-Columbia Consent form.  Instead, that action will be taken at 
the Board's March monthly meeting. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave to approve a 2019  contract in the amount of $1,300.00 (the same amount as in 
2018) with Kurt E. Keach, LLC for Town cemetery mowing.  Crave's motion carried 2-0-1 on a voice vote, 
with Sup. Keach abstaining from the vote.   
 



Sup. Keach reported that Skalitzky Sod Farms was not interested in/available for doing the Town's 2019 
roadside mowing.  Following brief Board discussion, Chr. Spoke noted that he would inquire about the 
possibility of hiring Dodge County to do that mowing.  Other possible vendors will also be researched 
prior to the Board's March monthly meeting. 
 
Items mentioned for inclusion on the agenda for the Board's March monthly meeting included roadside 
mowing, an update on the Town's recycling/solid waste service contract, approval of the Adams 
Columbia Consent form, and establishment of a date for the Board  to "run" all Town roads checking for 
needed 2019 work. 
 
The Board agreed to conduct its March monthly meeting on Thursday, March 21, 2019, at the Portland 
Town Hall beginning at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported January receipts of $507,744.59, January checking account 
disbursements of $392,081.58, and a direct withdrawal by Dodge County of $181,268.65 for its January 
tax settlement.   With the addition of February receipts to February 18, 2019, of $206,014.31, February 
tax settlement and PILT payments of $593,248.98, and a bank service charge of $16.35, the balance in 
the money market account as of February 18, 2019, was $198,783.65 and the balance in the checking 
account was $997.22 for a total in both accounts of $199,780.87.  In addition $536.16 remains in the 
Town Computer Savings Account.  Benninger also shared a letter she had received from a Town resident 
questioning the assessment of his property (that person was encouraged to attend the 2019 Open 
Book), and she added that one other Town resident has also indicated interest in attending the 2019 
Open Book and/or Board of Review. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Treasurer Benninger's monthly financial 
report as given.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.  
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to authorize Clerk Thompson to pay all of the February 
bills.  Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following correspondence received since the Board's January monthly 
meeting: 
 
1.  Copy of Wisconsin Town Officers' Handbook Third Edition, 2017 from the Wisconsin Towns 
Association 
2.  Thank you letter from Kelli A. Mountford, Director of the Karl Junginger Library, for the Town's 2018 
donation for services provided to Town residents 
3.  Completed self-certification forms for calendar year 2018 2% Fire Dues from both the Reeseville and 
Waterloo fire chiefs 
4.  Investment option summary and participant account values by investment option October 1, 2018, to 
December 31, 2018, from Nationwide Retirement Solutions 
5.  Emergency Management contact spreadsheet plus information regarding the NIMS training 
requirement from Amy Nehls 
6.  Payment in-Lieu of Tax (PILT) information from State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
7.  Notification of Dennis Moungey's retirement effective January 31, 2019, from Payne & Dolan and of 
the company's new Town of Portland contact (Dan Markeland - 262-366-5132) 
8.  Wisconsin Towns Association February 2019 



9.  Return receipt cards associated with the certified letter sent to Mr. and Mrs. Justin Hauptli and the 
submitted l099's and W-2's sent to the Wisconsin Department of Revenue and Internal Revenue Service 
Center 
10.  Forwarded copy of letter received by County Clerk Karen Gibson from Dodge County Sheriff Dale 
Schmidt regarding state assessment review 
11.  February Columbus Fire Department report from Randall Koehn 
12.  Telephone call and follow-up letter and photos from Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kilian regarding truck damage 
allegedly due to a hole on the shoulder of Dalman Road 
13. Information from Town Web Design regarding the company's website design and hosting business 
14.  Listing of 2019 Town building permit applications thus far received by General Engineering Company   
15.  Rezoning and conditional use permit applications submitted by Eggert Acres, LLC 
16.  Sample ERP and EOP Plans from Amy Nehls 
17.  January activity and EMS training reports from Waterloo Fire & Rescue 
18.  Survey from Joe Meagher for completion and submission to him which will be included as part of 
the Countywide Hazard Mitigation Plan update. 
 
Chr. Spoke reported that the property owner who had been notified following the Board's January 
monthly meeting of his alleged non-compliance with the Town's Zoning ordinance has questioned what 
he needs to do to come into compliance and would like the Board to go out to his property once the 
snow melts to clarify what needs to be done. Spoke also noted that a court date has been set for 
another property owner who had been previously notified of his non-compliance and who did not bring 
his property into compliance by the stated deadline. 
 
Sup. Keach noted that there are a lot of potholes needing to be fixed on Town roads.  
 
With no further business needing to be addressed, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to 
adjourn.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 9:00 P.M. 
 

FEBRUARY BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 
3568 Dodge County                         $    2,394.90 
3569 Waterloo School District                              4,273.88 
3570 Madison Area Vocational Technical District                               390.59 
3571 We Energies                                           61.20 
3572 Joseph Pantely                                   416.51 
3573 Country Carpenter LLC                     424.04 
3574 WTA                                                  100.00 
3575 Columbus School District               13,551.46 
3576 Waterloo School District             340,550.44 
3577 Madison Area Technical College              32,482.17 
3578 Dodge County                     657.50 
3579 Hometown News Limited Partnership       32.06 
3580 Waterloo Utilities                     255.52 
3581 Columbus Rural Fire Group                3,799.86 
3582 General Engineering Company                1,129.25 
3583 Advanced Disposal                    841.65 
3584 MR Concrete LLC                             15,489.76 



3585 WMCA                                      35.00 
3586 Staples                      108.98 
Direct Withdrawal from Dodge County for February tax settlement                               199,664.91 
 
       TOTAL:                                  $616,659.68 

 

 
 
 
 
       Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


