
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, November 15, 2018 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board's regular November monthly 
meeting to order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave, 
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.  
 
Others Present (for at least part of the meeting):  Richard Yelk, Jerrine Ringenberg, and Chris O'Brien 
(Courier correspondent). 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law and  delivered to the Courier office. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to approve the agenda as posted.  Keach's motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the minutes of the October 18, 2018, regular 
Town Board meeting as printed.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the minutes of the October 24, 2018, budget 
preparation meeting as printed.  Spoke's motion carried 2-0-1 (Crave) .   
 
During the Public Input section of the meeting, Jerrine Ringenberg requested confirmation of the zoning 
status of her property in the "village" of Portland and of her ability to sell that property, if desired, with 
the understanding that horses would continue to be permitted.  She said that she was prompted to 
come to the meeting due to the Town Board's recent discussion regarding animals in the "village."  
Ringenberg said that prior to purchasing her property in 2004 that she had called the Town chairperson  
at that time who told her that the property was zoned R2.  The shed was then built on the property in 
2005.   She said that sometime later Walter Schoenherr had  told her son that blanket zoning had been 
done in the Town and that the property's zoning status had been changed, but her son neglected to tell 
her that.  (In response to a question, Ringenberg noted that her property is not in the Sanitary District.)   
She added that she had called Dodge County for zoning clarification but was told that the county has no 
records regarding such since the Town has its own zoning.  She also said that she had attended all of the 
Town's  Smart Growth meetings.   
 
Chr. Spoke showed Ringenberg the Town's zoning map which indicates that the property is zoned R-1.  
He said that he's not aware of any property in the Town being zoned R2 and added that according to 
Town zoning regulations Ringenberg is limited to having one horse for every two acres owned.  
 Clerk Thompson noted that she would check past Town Board minutes for any additional clarifying 
information. 
 



Richard Yelk then reported that he had issued a building permit to Scott Buss for a 36x66 pole barn on 
Highway 19 for an estimated cost of $50,000.00. 
 
Chr. Spoke noted that he has been in discussion with the Town's lawyer regarding a property owner's 
continued non-compliance with Town regulations regarding abandoned vehicles and other undesirable 
objects.  Spoke added that he is continuing to move forward on that issue, though no definitive action 
has been formulated yet.   Sup. Crave reported that he continues to  work with another property owner 
who is also out of compliance.  That individual has told Crave that she wants to clean up her property 
but that she is currently working through a couple of personal issues which need to be handled first.  
Crave will continue working with her to bring her property into compliance. 
 
Clerk Thompson then distributed the proposed 2019 budget summary as published  in the Courier, along 
with a copy of the proposed budget in detail.   
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to adopt  a resolution approving a $53.00 prior years' 
unused levy carryforward pursuant to Sec. 66.0602(3)(fm), WI Stats.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a 
voice vote. 
 
The Board then discussed possible information for inclusion as a 2018 tax bill insert.  Chr. Spoke said 
that he had talked with a representative of Advanced Disposal regarding possible curbside pickup in the 
Town but has not received the proposed cost for doing so yet.   He will draft a survey for inclusion with 
the tax bills to gauge Town property owners' interest in curbside pickup.  The Board also agreed that 
revised Town fees should also be included as an insert but decided at this point against property owners 
having to "opt in"  to receive a mailed copy of the Town's annual report. 
 
Thompson then distributed a packet of candidate materials for the spring 2019 town election to each 
Board member.   To achieve ballot placement, all required forms need to be completed and returned to 
her by no later than  5:00 P.M. on Wednesday, January 2, 2019.  If any current Board member chooses 
not to run for re-election,  that member should  submit a Notice of  Non-Candidacy to Thompson by no 
later than 5:00 P.M. on Friday, December 21, 2018.   
 
Items suggested for inclusion on the Board's December agenda include update/possible action on 
properties out of compliance with Town zoning regulations, approval of employee salary increases and  
fee revisions, and adoption of the 2019 budget. 
 
Due to identified conflicts with the normal date for the Board's December monthly meeting, no decision 
regarding the date for that meeting was made at this meeting. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported October receipts of $28,466.21 and October checking account 
disbursements of $42,378.33.  With the addition of  November receipts to November 12, 2018, of 
$1,263.00, the balance in the money market account as of that date was $55,615.22, and the balance in 
the checking account was $864.91 for a total in both accounts of $56,480.13.  In addition, $533.18 
remains in the Town Computer Savings account.  Benninger added that the only major revenue still 
outstanding is the final shared revenue payment of approximately $19,710.00.   
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Treasurer Benninger's  monthly financial 
report as given.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 



Benninger also reported that she had received notice from the Dodge County Treasurer that day that 
the county would be going to ACH direct deposit and electronic settlement payments.  Benninger needs 
to complete and submit a form for doing so.   She wasn't certain when the county would withdraw its 
appropriate tax settlement payments or how dog license payments would be submitted and will check 
with the county treasurer regarding such. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to authorize Clerk Thompson to pay all of the November 
bills presented.  Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a voice  vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following correspondence received since the Board's October monthly 
meeting: 
 
1.  Notification that the Columbia County Board of Supervisors had approved on October 17, 2018, 
specified amendments to the Columbia County Comprehensive Plan 2030 requested by the Arlington 
Volunteer Fire Company 
2.  Notification from Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department of the new building number 
assignment for Kalen Minnameier:  N1612 County Road BB, Reeseville 
3.  Fire inspection report from the Waterloo Fire Department showing no violations observed in the 
Town hall and also noting a building occupancy of 100 people 
4.  Notification from Madison Area Technical College of its tax levy certification:  $94,473.78 
5.  Special Assessments form from Guaranty Title Services, Inc. regarding property currently owned by 
Jung Family Limited Partnership to be purchased by Palmer Joint Revocable Trust 
6.  OBRA Investment Activity unaudited report July 1, 2018, to September 30, 2018, from Nationwide 
7.  Transfer Order from Department of Natural Resources of 28 Managed Forest Law acres from  
Kevin L. Theede  to Kevin L. Theede Living Trust effective September 20, 2018 
8.  Tax levy certification from the Waterloo School District:  $990,484.72 
9.  Lifestar October report to Columbus Area EMS District board members 
10.  Listing of 2018 Town building permit applications submitted to General Engineering Company 
11.  Tax levy certification from Columbus School District:  $39,414.18 
12.  October Department activity and EMs training reports from Waterloo Fire & Rescue 
13.  Notification from Amy Nehls that applications for Wisconsin Disaster Funds are due by Friday, 
November 16 
14.  Notification from the Wisconsin Department of Revenue of the Town's 2019 computer aid:  $36.37 
15.  Answering machine message from Rick Abendroth indicating  a planned burn and actions taken 
regarding such 
16.  Certificate of liability insurance from Lockton Companies for Liberty Tire Recycling Holdco, LLC 
17.  Chargeback determination from Wisconsin Department of Revenue regarding the assessor's error 
on the Jerry Kohls property 
18.  Notification from Waterloo Utilities of one delinquent utility charge ($148.06) for placement as a 
special charge on the tax roll. 
 
Sup. Crave reported hearing positive comments regarding road maintenance work done during the year.  
No other Board members gave a report. 
 
With no further business needing to be addressed at the time, motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by  
Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:25 P.M. 
 



NOVEMBER BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 
 

Direct withdrawal from checking account for Town checks                   $      186.76 
3489  WE Energies                                   11.55 
3490 Thomas Crave                                349.96 
3491 Hometown News Limited Partnership                             7.61 
3492 Advanced Disposal                               676.56 
3493 Waterloo Utilities                   246.61 
3494 Joseph Pantely                   439.59 
3495 Neitzel Auto & Hardware                    35.77 
3496 Lange Enterprises, Inc.                                 79.27 
3497 Ryan Powers                     34.17 
3498 Ricky Gentz                     34.17 
3499 Melvin Schulz                                  34.17 
3500 George Crave                                  52.64 
3501 Ruby Kegler                    74.00 
3502 Roxanna Weiner                                  72.00 
3503 Debra Weihert                                123.25 
3504 Chris Topel                    64.00 
3505 Terry Wermuth                                  52.00 
3506  Diane Dolan                                  58.00 
3507 Mindy Crave                    56.00 
3508 Judy Stippich                    64.00 
3509 Lange Enterprises, Inc.                   46.41 
3510 VOID 
3511 MR Concrete, LLC              5,000.00 
3512 Joseph Pantely                               101.22 
             TOTAL:                            $7,899.71 
 
 
 
 
 
      
            Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk  
 
 


