
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, January 25, 2018 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board's regular January monthly meeting to 
order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Chairman Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave,  
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson. 
 
Others Present (for at least a portion of the meeting):  Richard Yelk, Tiffany Loeffler, Nathan Loeffler, 
Gary Loeffler, and Cathy Kozlowicz (Courier correspondent).   
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law, posted on the Town's website, and included in the Municipality Meeting section of 
the January 19, 2018, edition of the Watertown Daily Times.  Thompson added that she had also notified 
Courier editor Diane Graff of the meeting via telephone. 
 
Clerk Thompson requested that Paul Musial's name be omitted from New Business agenda item A and 
that New Business agenda item C be revised to read "Action to amend the Town's 2017 budget through 
Budget Resolution 2017-4 due to higher than budgeted Conservation and Development and 
Administration (Legislative, Legal, Clerk, Elections, Assessment, & Treasurer) expenditures.  Motion by 
Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the revised agenda as requested.  Keach's motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
No one present expressed interest in addressing the Board during the Public Input section of the 
meeting, and police liaison Weihert was not present to update the Board on any current issues or 
concerns. 
 
Richard Yelk noted that he had issued the following permits since the Board's regular November 
monthly meeting: 
 
         Daniel Hotmar      Outdoor wood-fired furnace 
         Andrew Crave       Outdoor wood-fired furnace 
         Guy Gamboeck     Outdoor wood-fired furnace 
         Kurt Keach             Remodel lower level of home for handicapped accessibility $15,000.00.    
 
The first item of Unfinished Business which the Board addressed was an application from Gary and 
Nathan Loeffler to rezone property located at N855 County Road T from A-1 to A-2.  The Town's Plan 
Commission had conducted a public hearing on the application on October 11, 2017, and had voted 4-0 
to recommend approval of the rezoning request. 
 
Prior to Board action, Tiffany Loeffler asked for clarification on what rezoning from A-1 to A-2 meant (as 
far as permitted activities, etc.) and questioned how many acres needed to be rezoned,  since they had 
been notified by Joseph Giebel (Manager-Code Administration for Dodge County Land Resources and 



Parks) that they might be subject to a substantial use-value penalty.  (The Board noted that A-2 zoning 
would be needed if the Loefflers intended to operate their planned wedding venue/bed & breakfast at 
that location.)    After much discussion, the Loeffler's revised their rezoning application to request 
rezoning of the entire parcel (38.12 acres rather than just two acres) at N 855 County Road T  from A-1 
to A-2. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve rezoning  38.12 acres at N855 County Road T 
from A-1 to A-2.  Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then considered the conditional use permit application that had been submitted by Gary and 
Nathan Loeffler for building a new home on approximately two acres that had been split off from the 
parent parcel at N855 County Road T.  The Loefflers had been notified in a letter from Joseph Giebel 
dated December 26,  2017,  that their land division request had been approved subject to several  listed 
conditions, with that decision expiring on December 26, 2018. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve issuance of a conditional use permit to Gary 
and Nathan Loeffler to build a new home on approximately two acres that had been split off from the 
parent parcel at N855 County Road T contingent on meeting all Town of Portland Zoning Ordinance 
regulations,  as well as all Dodge County conditions specified in the December 26, 2017, letter to  
Gary Loeffler.  Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote.   
 
Chr. Spoke then updated the Board on the status of the Town's resolution to the Dodge County Highway 
Committee to restrict parking to one side of Highway I from Taylor Street to Clarkson Road.  Spoke 
noted that several Board members had attended a meeting of the County Highway Committee several 
weeks ago at which time the Town Board's resolution was discussed in length.  Spoke said that Town 
Board members presented both sides of the issue, including noting that they had received complaints 
from three Town residents living in the area who opposed the proposed change.   Spoke added that that 
stretch of street was originally designed for parking on both sides of the street, but when curb and 
gutter were put in, there wasn't adequate room for parking as well as street traffic.   County personnel 
had previously visited and measured the area in question and noted that an equal number of parking 
spots exist on each side of the street.   Initially county personnel felt that it would be safer for there to 
be no parking on the west side of the street rather than the east side as requested by the Town Board, 
though they wanted to investigate whether an  "issue" might  be created by mailboxes having to be 
moved.   Eventually the committee decided that the Town's request to restrict parking on the east side 
of the road made the most sense.  The county highway committee will issue a decision on the Town's 
resolution sometime in the near future.   If the committee supports the Town's resolution,  it would be 
taken to the county board for ultimate approval.  Following such approval, any needed signage, lane 
painting, etc. would be provided by the county.    
 
In addressing the first item of New Business, motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve 
issuance of an operator's license to Brandi M. Krause effective through June 30, 2019.  Crave's motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote.   
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve renewal of the Town's membership in the 
Wisconsin Towns Association's Advocacy Council (formerly called the Urban Town's Committee), with 
the cost for such renewal (based on Town population) being $271.75.  Crave's motion carried 3-0 on a  
voice vote. 
 



Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Budget Resolution 2017-4 amending the 
Town's 2017 budget as follows: 
 
          Increasing Administration (legislative, legal, clerk, elections, assessment, and treasurer) 
expenditures from $55,900.00 to $56,005.00 
          Increasing Conservation and Development expenditures from $2,300.00 to $2,500.00 
                                                        AND 
         Decreasing end-of-year budgeted reserves from $39,037.00 to $38,932.00. 
 
Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote, with Spoke, Keach, and Crave all voting, "Yes."   
 
The Board then briefly discussed the Town's draft 2017 annual report as prepared by Clerk Thompson.  
She also distributed revised Town Website verbiage. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the draft annual Town of Portland 2017 
annual report and to authorize Clerk Thompson to have the report printed and distributed.  Keach's 
motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
No particular agenda items for the Board's February monthly meeting were requested during the 
meeting.  That February meeting will be conducted on Thursday, February 15, 2018, at the Portland 
Town Hall beginning at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported December receipts of $516,944.50 and December checking account 
disbursements of $38,721.28.  With the addition of $401,976.18 of January receipts to January 20, 2018, 
a bank service charge of $8.95,  and the transfer of $543,047.25 to the checking account for refunds of 
tax overpayments, payment of 2017 bills received after the December monthly meeting,  and tax 
settlements, the balance in the money market account as of January 20, 2018, was $413,647.79 and the 
balance in the checking account as of that same date was $628.17 for a combined balance in both 
accounts of $414,275.96.  Benninger added that as of December 31, 2017, she had received about 33% 
of the tax payments due--about l0% less than in previous years.   
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve Treasurer Benninger's monthly financial 
report as given.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize Clerk Thompson to pay all of the January 
bills presented.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following listing of correspondence received since the Board's December 
monthly meeting: 
1.   Copy of Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department's notification to Diana Minnameier 
that the Dodge County Board had voted on December 19, 2017, to approve the Town's resolution to 
rezone requested land from A-1 to A-2  
2.  Copy of Dodge County Land Resources and Parks Department's notification to Neal Yerges that the 
Dodge County Board of Supervisors had voted on January 17, 2018, to approve the Town's resolution to 
rezone the land referenced from an A-1 Farmland Preservation Zoning District to an A-2 General 
Agricultural Zoning District 



3.  Notification from Division of Transportation Investment Management of the 2018 final calculation 
summary for the Town's  General Transportation Aids ($102,822.56), with payments disbursed in four 
equal payments on the first Monday in January, April, July, and October 
4.  Refund check ($22.00) from the Horton Group, Inc. resulting from the 2016-2017 workers comp. 
audit 
5.  Notification from Gabriel Olson of the January 8th meeting of the Town Group Fire District 
6.  Notification from the Wisconsin Town's Association of the January 17th meeting of the Dodge County 
Unit of the WTA   
7.  Return receipt card from Department of Workforce Development for submitted 4th quarter 
unemployment comp. report 
8. Certificate of liability insurance for Fahrner Asphalt Sealers, LLC from Willis of Minnesota, Inc. 
9. Certificate of liability insurance for Waste Management Holdings, Inc. from Lockton Companies 
10.  "News" December 2017 from Baxter & Woodman 
11.  December 2017 monthly report and 2017 yearly report for the Columbus Area EMS from 
Chris Orange 
12.  Wisconsin Towns Association January 2018 
13.  Assessment invoice ($3,374.77) from Eleanor Schulze for the Town's share of the Columbus Rural 
Fire Group 
14.  December 2017 Department Activity Report and EMS and Fire Training Report from the Waterloo 
Fire Department 
15.  Thank you from Kelli Mountford, Director, for the Town's donation to the Karl Junginger Memorial 
Library for services to Town residents 
16.  Request from Guaranty Title Services, Inc. for information on the Town's intent regarding 2018 
special assessments  
17.  Confirmation from Nationwide of contributions received for the Town's plan ($1,754.11) 
18.  Listing from General Engineering Company of 2017 Town building permit applications 
19. Notification from Department of Workforce Development Division of Unemployment Insurance of 
 insurance benefit charges ($24.22) for Walter Schoenherr for weeks ending 12/30/2017 and 
01/13/2018 
20.  Notification from the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin of the public hearing on the City of 
Hartford's application (Washington and Dodge Counties) for authority to adjust electric rates 
21.  Summary from Insight of bulk ice melt charges ($8,448.54)for the period  01/01/2017 to 12/31/2017 
22.  Request from State of Wisconsin Department of Health Services for a list of retailers currently 
licensed to sell tobacco products in the Town 
23.  Certificate of liability insurance for Crack Filling Service Corp. from Hub International Midwest West 
24.  "Rock River Reflections" Winter 2018 Volume 21, Number 1 
25.  Information from the Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services regarding 2017 
Wisconsin Act 109 and a manufactured home owner's compliance with any UDC requirement . 
 
Chr. Spoke then noted the following items: 
 
1.  Spoke received a call from the previous Town chairperson regarding shooting in the River Oaks area.  
Spoke explained what the Town Board had done regarding that issue, but the caller encouraged Spoke 
to check the Town's  safe for a copy of an ordinance which the caller felt had been approved in the past 
specifying no firearms in the River Oaks area. 
2.  Spoke noted that it had been brought to the Board's attention that there was a "brewing company" 
in the Town .  In talking with the particular property owner's son, Spoke learned that Hubbleton Brewery 
is a package brewery with a license from Wisconsin Tax and Trade.  The owner plans  to brew and 



distribute beer to bars and restaurants, and the state license supposedly permits brewing and  a tasting 
room.   The venue is also open to people coming and buying beer there.   In the future, events might be 
hosted there.    Spoke said that he had talked with Nate Olson at Dodge County Land Resources and 
Parks Department regarding the zoning classification needed for a package brewery.  Though Olson said 
that determination would ultimately be the Board's decision,  the current use would not be allowed in 
an A-1 zoning district.   Olson added that if the Board determines that commercial zoning is needed for 
current and/or planned activities, the Town's future land use plan would need to be revised accordingly.  
Spoke asked Clerk Thompson to check with Wisconsin's alcohol and licensing department for guidance 
and additional information, after which the Board will discuss the issue at a future meeting. 
 
Since neither of the other Board members had anything  to report and there was no further business 
needing to be addressed at the time, motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach to adjourn.  Crave's 
motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:50 P.M. 
 

DECEMBER 2017 BILLS APPROVED AND PAID AFTER THE BOARD'S DECEMBER MEETING 
 

3255 Jennie Fox         $          34.34 
3256 Ryan Broedlow                  416.17 
3257 Peter Helfrich                    11.92 
3258 Todd Andrews                  111.81 
3259 Jim Wuestenberg                  317.66 
3260 Kevin Kraus                               885.58 
3261 Cheryl Hollatz                  401.34 
3262 Gary Bridges                  184.98 
3263 Zechzer Excavating Inc.               7,050.00 
3264 Dunneisen Excavating LLC                 377.10 
3265 (Check not used in December) 
3266 Tri Investments LLC                                  130.78 
3267 Green Hills LLC                    65.39 
3268 David Berndt                  295.05 
        TOTAL:                 $ 10,282.12 
 
 

JANUARY 2018 BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

3265 WMCA         $        65.00 
3269 George Lemke                              380.20 
3270 Craig Luzenski                   17.01 
3271 Beverly Zak                100.00 
3272 Unemployment Insurance                 60.55 
3273 Waterloo School District       305,533.80 
3274 Columbus School District                          13,397.87 
3275 Dodge County        188,266.96 
3276 Madison Area Technical College        31,259.67 
3277 Insight FS                                        1,589.76 
3278 WE Energies                               43.09 
3279 USPS                                             29.40 
3280 Decorative Concrete Construction          9,290.73 



3281 Joseph Pantely                          $       424.81 
3282 Country Carpenter LLC                     104.79 
3283 Advanced Disposal                     775.07 
3284 City of Columbus                                1,536.19 
3285 Lange Enterprises, Inc.                      517.00 
3286 Waterloo Utilities                                   272.07 
3287 Dodge County Unit of the WTA                      25.00 
3288 City of Waterloo                              28,953.00 
3289 Randy Soldner                                      67.76 
3290 Robert Schneider                                    286.51 
3291 WTA/TAG                                                                271.75 
3292 Douglas Ward                                    404.07 
3293 Mark Sanzenbacher                                                                               565.07 
 
             TOTAL:                           $  584,237.13 
 
 
 
 
             Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
  
 
 
 
           
 


