
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, July 18, 2019 

Portland Town Hall 
7:30 P.M. 

 
Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke called the Town of Portland Board's regular July monthly meeting to 
order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons present joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Members Present:  Town Chairperson Jeffrey Spoke, Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave, 
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson. 
 
Others Present:  Richard Yelk and Amber Gerber (Courier editor). 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated locations 
as required by law, e-mailed to the Courier editor, and posted on the Town's website. 
 
Kurt Keach requested that Unfinished Business agenda item B (Discussion/possible action regarding 
highway work recently completed on Austin Road) be deleted from the agenda.  Hearing that request, 
motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the agenda after deleting VIII B.  Crave's 
motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2019, regular 
Town Board meeting and the July 15, 2019, special Town Board meeting as printed.  Crave's motion 
carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
No one expressed interest in addressing the Board during the Public Input section of the meeting. 
 
Richard Yelk reported that he had not issued or denied any building, driveway, outdoor furnace, or  
culvert permits since the Board's regular June monthly meeting. 
 
Sup. Keach reported that so far he has not found any individuals interested in/available to serve on the 
Portland Sanitary District Board of Commissioners.  Treasurer Benninger reported that she had recently 
received a call from a lady with the State Department of Revenue who questioned whether the 
boundaries of the Portland Sanitary District had changed within the last year.  That same individual 
indicated that it's not uncommon to have difficulty finding persons to serve on sanitary district boards. 
 
The Board then addressed its only item of unfinished business: continued non-compliance with the 
Town's dog licensing regulations.   Chr. Spoke noted that he had asked the Town's lawyer to research 
how other municipalities address dog licensing issues but that the attorney had not gotten back to him 
yet with any information.  Spoke added that he had spoken with Bob Smith and that he now only needs 
to present a current rabies certificate for his dog to Treasurer Benninger to come into compliance.  
Spoke said that he also had called Wendy Ward several times but has never heard back from her.  He 
plans to try speaking with her in person.   Sup. Crave still needs to contact Megan Firari. 
 



Moving into New Business, Chr. Spoke reported that he had talked with Dan Schey (Hubbleton Brewery) 
regarding the types of activities being conducted there and "complaints" received regarding parking.  
Schey told him that there are typically a dozen cars at his premises when he's open  and that his 
Memorial Day event was the biggest event held there thus far, with no plans to hold another equally  
large event this year.  Spoke is confirming with personnel from the state's Department of Alcohol 
Licensing the type of activities that can be conducted at the brewery without a Town license.   Spoke 
also noted that Schey's conditional use permit would be up for Board review next year. 
 
Sup. Crave reported that in checking on the abandoned house on Hubbleton Road he was told that the 
house has been there a long  time.   Its current owner plans to take the house down but wasn't certain 
on the timeline for doing so, since he is currently busy building a wet bin on his farm. 
 
Crave also noted that he had checked on the Hubbleton Road driveway/culvert situation which Richard 
Yelk had expressed concern over at the Board's June meeting.   Crave said that he was told by the 
property owner that the driveway was already there (Richard Yelk disputed that statement) and that he 
had widened and improved it.   The owner said that he had to reshape the ditch and add a lot more fill 
and that he put in a culvert.  (Yelk responded that no wings had been put on the culvert, however.)   In 
addressing the location of the driveway, Crave said that "it's not perfect but it's not the worst either."   
 
The Board then briefly discussed needed repair on several sections of the town hall siding.  Sup. Keach 
reported that one contractor he had contacted was not interested in doing that work, since he felt that 
the siding was "too brittle" to work with.  Richard Yelk thought he could get some of the same type of 
siding and (assuming he can get such siding) will present a proposal at the Board's August meeting for 
doing that repair.  
 
Sup. Keach had talked with Nick Weisensel (Crosscut Services) regarding removal of the dead trees on 
the town hall property.  The cost for such would be $3,000.00 - $3,500.00.  Motion by Sup. Keach, 
seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize Crosscut Services to take down the dead trees on town hall 
property sometime yet this year or during the winter.  Keach's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
No particular items (other than those items not completed during this meeting) were requested by 
Board members for the Board's August monthly meeting agenda. 
 
Due to the regular August meeting date occurring during the Dodge County Fair, Board members agreed 
to hold the Board's August meeting on Monday, August 19, 2019, at the Portland Town Hall beginning at 
7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported June receipts of $1,663.88 and checking account disbursements of 
$97,672.47.  With the addition of July receipts to July 12, 2019, of $26,287.94 and the transfer of 
$1,000.00 to the checking account from the money market account, the balance in the money market 
account as of July 12, 2019, was $52,127.16 and the balance in the checking account was $963.92 for a 
combined total in both accounts of $53,091.08.  In addition, $542.62 is in the Town computer savings 
account.  Benninger added that the Town should receive a small shared aids payment from the state 
later in July. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve Treasurer Benninger's monthly financial 
report as distributed.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 



Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize Clerk Thompson to pay all of the July bills 
presented as well as the Town's insurance bill upon its receipt.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice 
vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following correspondence received since the Board's June monthly 
meeting: 
 
1.  Information from Beverly Klipstein (We Energies-Major Projects-Expediting Clerk) regarding cable 
replacement/conversion at CTH T and Gruchow Lane 
2.  Updates from Attorney Alan Strohschein on the G. Yelk issue 
3.  Question from Chris Palmer regarding planting of trees along his driveway/town road 
4.  Notification from the State of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources that a payment of $45.85 
(20% of which needs to be paid to the county treasurer on or before November 15) will be forthcoming 
on lands currently designated as MFL 
5.  Information from Transportation Information Center regarding upcoming "Using PASER & WISLR To 
Manage Your Roads" workshops 
6.  Telephone call from Waterloo City Clerk Mo Hansen regarding well permits + a signed road 
maintenance agreement with the City   
7.  Information regarding Municibid, a free, as-needed service for selling surplus and no longer needed 
items to the public 
8.  Confirmation receipt from Department of Workforce Development for the submitted 2nd quarter 
unemployment compensation report 
9.  Receipt  from Wisconsin Towns Association for payment of the Town's 2019-2020 membership dues 
plus membership cards 
10.  Wisconsin Towns Association July 2019 
11.  Confirmation from Nationwide of contributions received ($1,713.83) for the Town's plan 
12.  Notification from the Wisconsin Towns Association of the July 17th meeting of the Dodge County 
Unit 
13.  Notification from Dodge County Clerk Karen Gibson that the Town's 2020 WisVote service fee would 
be $705.00 
14.  Listing from General Engineering Company of 2019 building permit applications thus far received 
15.  Request for the zoning classification of N160 West Street 
16.  June Columbus Fire Department report from Randall Koehn 
17.  LifeStar monthly report 
18.  Notification that Mike Parrott will cover Dion Okeson's General Engineering territory July 20-August 
5 due to Okeson's absence because of his service with the Air National Guard. 
 
Chr. Spoke had nothing additional to report.   
 
Sup.Keach reported that Marvin Schoenwetterr had inquired whether the Town would replace his 
driveway culvert.  Another  individual on Port Road had asked if there was any way that the Town would 
help him to hold  the gravel on his hilly driveway.  Keach also noted that Michels had repaved Doepke 
Road.   
 
With no other business needing to be addressed at the time,  motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by 
 Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Spoke's motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:20 P.M. 
 



JULY BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 

3676 We Energies                        $             11.19 
3677 Lange Enterprises, Inc.         261.11 
3678 Michels Materials          820.84 
3679 WMCA                         190.00 
3680 United States Treasury         936.84 
3681 Kurt E. Keach, LLC          433.33 
3682 Joseph Pantely                        438.67 
3683 City of Columbus                    1,524.80 
3684 Guaranty Title              5.00 
3685 Waterloo Utilities                       239.64 
3686 Advanced Disposal         600.37 
3687 Strohschein & Green                   1,626.32 
3688 Kurt E. Keach, LLC                    1,615.00 
 
   
 
                    TOTAL:         $   $8,703.11 
 
 
 
 
         
       Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


