
TOWN OF PORTLAND BOARD MEETING 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 

7:30 P.M. 
Conducted virtually through Google Meet 

 
 Supervisor #1 Kurt Keach called the Town of Portland Board’s October monthly meeting to 
order at 7:30 P.M., and all persons connected joined in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Town Board Members Connected:  Supervisor Kurt Keach, Supervisor Thomas Crave,  
Treasurer Carleen Benninger, and Clerk Nancy L. Thompson.  Chairman Jeff Spoke joined the 
meeting at approximately 7:40 P.M. 
 
Others Connected (for at least a portion of the meeting):  Kory Anderson (General Engineering) 
and Amber Gerber (Courier editor). 
 
Clerk Thompson verified that proper meeting notices had been posted at the three designated 
locations as required by law and on the Town’s website and that the agenda for the meeting 
had also been sent to the Courier editor. 
 
Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve the agenda as posted.  Crave’s 
motion carried 2-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve the minutes of the Board’s 
September 17, 2020, Town Board meeting as printed.  Keach’s motion carried 2-0 on a voice 
vote. 
 
No one indicated interest in addressing the Board during the Public Input section of the 
meeting. 
 
Clerk Thompson reported that since the Board’s September meeting General Engineering had 
issued four electrical upgrade permits to Schaefer Electric and a building permit to Dan Klister 
for an 18x25 lean-to on the back side of his shop. 
 
(Due to Chr. Spoke’s initial absence, the Board re-ordered some of the agenda items until he 
“arrived.”) 
 
Following Clerk Thompson’s confirmation that all necessary paperwork had been filed and all 
appropriate fees had been paid, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to approve 
issuance of an operator’s license effective October 16, 2020, through June 30, 2021, to both 
Joseph T. Wolf and Floranda Watters.  Keachs’ motion carried 2-0 on a voice vote. 
 



Clerk Thompson then briefly explained the 2021 budget information which she had e-mailed to 
all Board members for their review and use at the Board’s budget planning meeting the 
following week. 
 
Upon Chr. Spoke’s “arrival,” the Board returned to Unfinished Business:  a review of the 
proposed contract and fee schedule from General Engineering Company for additional services 
beginning the first of the new year.  Kory Anderson stated that he would be the company 
person working with the Town, that he is a licensed engineer, that he has worked in the area of 
zoning for General Engineering for 23 years, and that he would work hand in hand with 
Dion Okeson (who handles the Town’s day to day land use and building permits) as he has done 
in several other communities.  (The proposed contract covers zoning administration, and 
Anderson would focus on rezoning, conditional use permits, variances, etc.)   Anderson said the 
company has drafted a number of forms that landowners would complete and submit to the 
town, along with the appropriate fee for such.   (General Engineering has a specific fee 
schedule, and the Town would retain 10% of the fees collected.)  He would then review  those 
forms/applications in light of the Town’s zoning map and zoning ordinance and prepare and 
send a report on such (ideally a week before the Plan Commission’s meeting) to the town clerk 
for her distribution to  the Town Board and Plan Commission.  In response to Board questions 
about the process and the contract itself, Anderson said that an applicant should initially talk 
with Dion and then complete and submit the appropriate form(s)—all of which can be accessed 
electronically.  He said that he would get some business cards and pertinent telephone 
numbers to Clerk Thompson.   In response to a question about the continued necessity for a 
Town Plan Commission, Anderson said that he would need to follow the Town’s zoning 
ordinance which references a Plan Commission.  Chr. Spoke added that use of a Plan 
Commission was approved when the Town adopted its 2020 plan.  That could potentially be 
changed, if desired, in the future.  In response to another question, Anderson said that the 
contract would be perpetual but that either party could choose to exit the contract with notice 
to the other party.  Anderson said that he would send a copy of the contract to  
Clerk Thompson for distribution to Board members.    Following the discussion, motion by 
 Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to contract with General Engineering to implement the 
Town’s zoning rules and applications.   
 
Next the Board addressed a minor land division letter of intent (Activity Number 2020-0966) 
submitted by R.A. Smith, Inc. John P. Casucci, PLS on behalf of the Crave Family Partnership c/o 
George Crave to split off approximately 6.2272 acres from a parent parcel of 64.121 acres at 
N1003 County Road T.  Speaking for the family, Sup. Crave explained that 6.2272 acres are 
needed since some of the land is wetland on which a home could not be built.  As a result, the 
plan is to “move up the hill” for the location of a single-family home.  Crave added that  the S/L 
Creek with wetlands is to the south and that the new parcel  would extend to the boundary line 
on the south.  Chr. Spoke noted that the new parcel will not have to be rezoned, since a 
member of the farm plans to build the home there. 
 
Motion by Sup.  Keach, seconded by Chr. Spoke, to recommend approval of Activity Number 
2020-0966 to Dodge County Land Resources & Parks Department.   Keach’s motion carried 



 2-0-1, with Sup. Crave abstaining from the vote. 
 
The Board then discussed how to address possible future staffing issues at the recycling site 
when the recycling site attendant isn’t available to work a particular Saturday.  Currently the 
Town Board has not hired a designated substitute.  Following brief discussion, Sup. Keach 
volunteered to talk with the recycling site attendant prior to the Board’s November meeting for 
suggestions on how to address any possible future absences.   Keach will also ask the attendant  
to participate in the Board’s November meeting, if at all possible. 
 
Motion by Chr. Spoke, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Budget Resolution 2020-1 due to 
higher than budgeted expenditures in several categories.  Spoke’s motion carried 3-0 on a roll 
call vote, with all three Board members voting “Yes.”   The approved budget resolution specifies 
the following: 
 
        Increases the Town Hall expenditure account from $5,100.00 to $6,800.00 
        Increases the Public Safety Expenditure account from $112,000.00 to $115,500.00 
        Increases the Highway Maintenance/Construction expenditure account from $173,781.38 
to $181,781.38 
        Decreases the Insurance expenditure account from $6,700.00 to $5,900.00 
        Decreases the Snow Removal expenditure account from $60,000.00 to $52,100.00 
        Decreases the Street Lighting expenditure account from $2,500.00 to $2,000.00 
        Decreases the Recycling expenditure account from $9,500.00 to $9,200.00 
        Decreases the Conservation and Development expenditure account from $2,500.00 to 
$1,300.00                            AND  
        Decreases the Other Financing Uses Expenditure account from $3,000.00 to $500.00.   
With those changes, the estimated end-of-year reserves remain as originally budgeted.  
 
Items noted for inclusion on the agenda for the Board’s November meeting include action on a 
Plan Commission recommendation regarding a broadband tower, recycling site staffing, 
determination of 2021 costs to be  billed to the Town of Shields for roadside maintenance, and 
tax enclosure information.  That November meeting will be held virtually on Thursday, 
November 19, 2020, beginning at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Treasurer Benninger then reported September monthly receipts of $4,284.53 and September 
checking account disbursements of $56,209.73.  With the addition of October savings account 
receipts to October 12th of $32,459.28, the balance in the checking account as of September 
30th was $2,320.48 and the balance in the money market account as of that same date was 
$5,038.94.  With the addition of the savings account balance ($113,413.17) as of October 12,th  
the  combined balance in all three accounts was $120,772.59.  In addition, $552.03 remains in 
the Town Computer savings account.  Benninger added that the only major revenues yet 
outstanding are $1,350.00 of intergovernmental fees from the Town of Shields for highway 
maintenance and the Town’s last shared revenues payment ($19,711.18) from the state. 
 



Motion by Sup. Crave, seconded by Sup. Keach, to approve Treasurer Benninger’s financial 
report as given.  Crave’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
Motion by Sup. Keach, seconded by Sup. Crave, to authorize payment of all bills presented by 
Clerk Thompson, with the exception of the Scott Construction bill until Sup. Keach confirms that 
remaining “road work” has been completed.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote. 
 
The Board then reviewed the following listing of correspondence for the month of October: 
 
1.Notification from Dane County Planning & Development of a public hearing on three 
amendments (Towns of Cross Plains, Springdale, and Cottage Grove) to the Dane County 
Comprehensive Plan 
2. Reminder from BITCO Insurance Companies to submit reports of work-related injuries or 
illnesses directly to its field claims offices 
3. Agenda, proposed budget, and additional associated materials for the September 23 CAEMS 
meeting 
4. Copy of questions/concerns raised by the Columbus City Administrator regarding the 
proposed Lifestar contract for consideration at September 23rd meeting 
5. Agenda and associated materials for the October 5th meeting of the Reeseville Town Group 
6. Notification from Jennifer Becker of The Horton Group that the Town’s workers comp. audit 
resulted in a return premium of $75.00 
7. Notification from Dion Okeson of the processed application for an administrative permit 
requested by Dan Klister 
8. Updated agreement with Lifestar from Jeff Slotten 
9. Update on County 89/Dalman Road intersection project from Emily Harrison 
10.  Notification from the Division of Transportation Investment Management of the calendar 
year 2021 estimate calculation of General Transportation Aids & Connecting Highway Aids:  
$113,109.12 payable 25% first Monday in January and October and 50% first Monday in July 
11.  Notification from DOR of the Town’s estimated 2021 exempt computer aid:  $36.37 
12. Copy of minor letter of intent submitted on behalf of Crave Family Partnership to Dodge 
County Land Resources and Parks Department:  splitting off 6.2272 acres from a parent parcel 
of 64.121 acres at N1003 County Road T 
13. Wisconsin Towns Association October 2020 
14. Information from Transportation Information Center regarding upcoming training 
opportunities 
15.  Confirmation from Nationwide of contributions received and invested ($1,687.84) on 
September 29, 2020 
16. September CAEMS report 
17. Notification from Wisconsin Department of Revenue of the 2020 municipal fee for 
assessment of manufacturing property:  $254.38 due by March 31, 2021 
18. Special Assessments form for completion from Guaranty Title Services, Inc. regarding 
property currently owned by Mitchell Drunasky to be purchased by Daniel and Sandra Klister 
19.  R2R updates from Wisconsin Towns Association 
20. Updated 2021 assessment for the Reeseville Town Group:  $8,085.00 from Christine Klister 



21. Final estimate from Demographic Services Center of the Town’s January 1, 2020 population:  
1,091, with approximately 866 estimated to be of voting age 
22. E-mail from Nate Olson regarding the Town’s broadband permitting requirements 
23. Information from Erica Lemke regarding Smart 911 
24. September Columbus Fire Department report from Randall Koehn 
25.  WISLR News October 2020 
26.  Conditional use permit application and associated materials for a wireless communications 
tower from Bertram Communications  
27.  Notification of the October 19th Waterloo Fire Department budget meeting 
28.  Investment Activity Report for the Town’s OBRA PST plan July 1, 2020, to  
September 30, 2020, from Nationwide 
29. Information regarding the process to participate in an upcoming TAC listening session 
30. Agenda for Columbus Rural Fire Group’s budget meeting plus draft minutes of the May 28th 
annual meeting from Eleanor Schulze 
31.  Quarterly contribution report for completion and submission to the Department of 
Workforce Development. 
 
Chr. Spoke reported that he had talked with Bertram Communications regarding a broadband  
tower proposed for the Town.  (Spoke reminded the Board of the letter Clerk Thompson had 
drafted in support of a county broadband grant.)  Bertram is looking at government properties  
for tower locations and is considering the recycling site.   If a tower is going to be constructed 
there, things need to happen quickly to meet the deadline requirements of the grant.  Spoke 
said that the proposed tower would be 430 feet high and would cover the entire Waterloo 
School District and a lot of the Town of Portland.  He added that he had met that day with a 
representative of Bertram and that a proposed agreement, which he is having Attorney 
Strohschein review, had been drafted. 
 
Board members queried when the Dalman Road/County 89 intersection would be open, with 
members speculating that it would happen soon.  Chr. Spoke asked Sup. Keach to see if the 
company doing the work would install the signs that were taken down in that area. 
 
With no other business for the Board to address at the time, motion by Sup. Keach, seconded 
by Sup. Crave, to adjourn.  Keach’s motion carried 3-0 on a voice vote at 8:40 P.M. 
 

OCTOBER 2020 BILLS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 
 
3963 Scott Construction       $78,470.00 
3967 WTA                   94.00 
3968 We Energies                  10.10 
3969 Strohschein & Green               100.00 
3970 Joseph Pantely                            287.45 
3971 Neitzel Auto & Hardware                28.98 
3972 APG of S. Wisconsin                 41.75 



3973 Jeff Krueger Construction, LLC                                                                            758.68 
3974 United States Treasury                                                                                         626.28 
3975 Strohschein & Green           3,013.80 
3976 USPS                  33.00 
3977 Dodge County                           257.50 
3978 Dodge County                 34.50 
3979 Waterloo Utilities              263.59 
3980 Advanced Disposal              427.00 
3981 General Engineering Company                         550.00 
3982 Dodge County Highway Department            737.13 
 
       TOTAL:                         $85,733.76 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                            Nancy L. Thompson, Clerk 
    


